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HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF LIBRARIANSHIP 


9290 Hispano-Arab libraries, books and manuscripts; Muslim 
libraries and bookmen in Spain [9th-13th centuries], $. M. Imamuddin. 
J. Pakistan Hist. Soc., 7 (2) April 1959, 101-119. 


The building-up of libraries in Muslim Spain was achieved by importation 
from the East ; scholars and travellers followed the invading Muslim armies 
and brought books with them. The acquisition of libraries by private persons 
assumed social importance, and so the book trade flourished ; like arms, war- 
horses, and ornaments for brides, books were exempt from import duties. The 
first library of importance and value in Europe was the royal library of the 
Umayyads in Cordova, and the article devotes considerable space to details of 
persons responsible for developing it. Contemporary Arab scholars described 
the library of Hikam II as the largest royal library of the mediaeval world, which 
outgrew its accommodation and had to be transferred to ampler premises ; but 
it suffered by having some books burnt on philosophical grounds, and it was 
destroyed in the civil war, along with the private libraries of Cordova. The 
latter are also described. Public libraries existed in Spain, especially in Cordova, 
in as much as collections in mosques were made available for public use. The 
book-market flourished in Cordova ; book-collecting had become a national 
hobby in Muslim Spain, and a social duty in Cordova. It is clear that this did 
not mean that the books were read, but constituted a form of social capital. 
Andalusian Muslims became famous for the transcription and binding of books, 
and it is claimed that 70,000-80,000 volumes were copied annually in Cordova 
alone. Although so much emphasis is placed on the importance of Cordova there 
were provincial libraries in, e.g. Seville and Bodajoz, Toledo and Saragossa, 
Valencia and Malaga. With the decline of Muslim power in Spain the libraries 
fell into the hands of Christians, who organised the wholesale destruction of 
books ; a contemporary journalist put the figure of Arabic works destroyed at 
two millions. In due course the burning of Arabic manuscripts became an 
annual festival in celebration of the triumph of Christians over Moslems. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS 


9291 Unesco library activities in 1957-1958. Unesco Bull., 13 (4) April 
1959, 80-83. Table. 


A brief summary brings up to date the account of Unesco’s library, biblio- 
graphical and documentation activities for 1946-56 published in the November- 
December 1956 issue of the Bulletin. It covers Field Missions to Africa (Nigeria 
and Sudan) ; Europe (Greece and Turkey) ; Latin America (Argentina, Colombia, 
E] Salvador, Honduras, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Venezuela) ; the Middle East 
(Iraq, Israel, Jordan) ; South Asia and the Far East (Afghanistan, Burma, India, 
Indonesia, Pakistan, Singapore, Thailand). Meetings and conferences organized 
by, or with assistance from, Unesco are listed as also are Library Fellowship 
holders, 1957-58. A list of bibliographical and reference publications published 
under the auspices of Unesco 1957-58 appeared in Unesco bibliographical newsletter, 
March 1959. 
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9292 Suomen Kirjastoseuran keskustoimikunta [The central committee 
of the Finnish Library Association]. Kirjastolehti, 52 (2) February 1959, 43-44. 


The members of the committee for 1959 are named, also the editorial staff of 
Kirjastolehti and representatives of the Association on various other committees. 
In 1958 the Association received state aid of 700,000 Fmk. and the economy was 
quite satisfactory. The turnover of the Library Service had doubled compared 
with the previous year. 


9293 Zehn Jahre Verein Deutscher Volksbibliothekare [Ten years of 
the Association of German Public Librarians] Carl Jansen. B.u.Bild., 11 (7) 
July 1959, 297-306. Photos. (ports.). 


The pre-war association having been dissolved, and the early post-war efforts 
at reconstruction having revealed the many difficulties to be faced together, a 
new association was founded at the Fulda conference in 1949. In the ten years 
under review, the scope of professional activities has included Biicherei und 
Bildung and other publications, annual conferences, working committees on 
various subjects (e.g. training, library law), and close co-operation with the 
purchasing centre for public libraries (Einkaufszentrale). The association has 
not hesitated to consider problems outside its immediate sphere where no other 
organisation existed to tackle a particular task. Its eventual object is to see all 
institutions and librarians in one professional association. Efforts have been 
made to establish contact with foreign library associations, and to co-operate 
with IFLA and Unesco. Membership has grown from 727 in 1949 to 2,657 in 
1959, and local branches of the association exist. 


9294 Library authorities and authority representatives- oh! And 
librarianship, A. C. Jones. Lib. World, 60 (702) December 1958, 89-93. 


The public library committee can only produce a satisfactory service by 
professional standards if its members acquaint themselves with the ideals and 
potentialities of the service, accept their limitations and place their trust in their 
librarian, or else allow themselves to be manipulated by an efficient librarian 
willing to be unscrupulous in achieving efficiency. Otherwise matters of 
professional integrity are discussed from political, parochial or selfishly personal 
points of view, both in committee and at the Annual General Meeting of the 
Library Association. Further consideration could be given to divorcing the 
A.G.M. from the Annual Conference if the time has not come for restricting 
effective membership of the L.A. to practising librarians. Both problems need 
to be solved if the maximum potential of the library service is to be realised. 


9295 Organisation und Hauptbiiro der American Library Association 
[Organisation and headquarters of the American Library Association] Frolinde 
Balser. B.u.Bild., 11 (7) July 1959, 307-315. 


Since its foundation in 1876 the Association has counted among its members 
the librarians of both learned and public libraries, who have a common training, 
though ample opportunity for specialization exists. Its early foundation 
eliminated the need to lay claim to particular spheres of influence, for it has grown 
up with the whole library movement. An account is given of the structure of 
the Association—its associations and divisions, Council and Executive Board, 
and headquarters organisation in its relation to the American concept of library 
services in a wide sense. 
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9296 Diplomni prace v oboru knihovnictvi [Dissertations in librarian- 
ship] Jaromir Jedlitka. Knihovntk, 4 (6) 1959, 185-188. 
A survey of topics covered by the dissertations submitted to the Chair of 


Librarianship since 1956. Includes also abstracts of works accepted during 
1958-59. 


9297 Der Nachwuchs fiir den héheren Bibliothekdienst in West- 
deutschland [Enrolments for the higher library service in West Germany] 
Gerhart Lohse and Max Pauer. Z.f.Bib.u.Bib., 6 (2) 1959, 130-137. 

Gerhard Lohse surveys ten years’ work at the library school in Cologne, and 


Max Pauer discusses in detail progress at the Munich library school during the 
years 1946-1959. 


9298 Die Beriicksichtigung vorgeschriebener Ausbildungszeiten bei 
der Festsetzung des Besoldungsdienstalters von Beamten des héheren 
Dienstes an wissenschaftlichen Bibliotheken [Taking into account pre- 
scribed periods of training in the establishment of the place in the salary scale 
for staff of the higher service in academic libraries] Heinz Kaspers. Mitteilungs- 
blatt (Nordrhein-Westfalen), N.F. 8 (4) 1 December 1958, 222-226. 

Because this is almost the only branch of the higher service which demands a 
doctorate as an essential entrance requirement, the time taken in preparing the 
thesis as well as the time spent in professional training should be taken into account 
in assessing a librarian’s place on the salary scale. 


9299 Zur tariflichen Einstufung der Diplom-Bibliothekare [On the 
grading of diploma librarians] Heinz Kaspers. Méitteilungsblatt (Nordrhein- 
Westfalen), N.F. 9 (2) 1 May 1959, 29-36. 

(See LSA 8509). A critical survey of the present grading of diploma librarians 
in Germany and an attempt to establish a possible method of grading for the 
future, taking into account recent developments in the law. 


9300 A library student looks forward. Lib. World, 59 (696) June 1958, 
162-164. 


The library schools aim to launch into the profession young people whose 
horizons have been widened by a year’s indoctrination in library science. How 
far has this been achieved ?. The schools should not only be a means to quick 
examination success ; professional qualifications alone can be acquired by 
part-time study. They should develop personality in the manner of the univer- 
sity and the ability to exploit knowledge gained. More time should be devoted 
to discussion and to lectures by practising librarians. 


9301 New deal, square deal - some thoughts on the present discon- 
tents, William D. Tapp. Lib. World, 60 (707) May 1959, 232-234. 

The author discusses the unsatisfactory nature of the A.P.T. II award, and the 
controversy and frustration that appear to be prevalent in the profession. Two 
solutions are suggested : (i) to raise the status of the profession, and (ii) to in- 
stitute in the profession an association to foster the interests, conditions and 


B 
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salaries of librarians. In regard to (ii) the functions of the L.A. and the 
S.M.C.C.L. are examined and three possible developments are given, (i) To 
form a new and separate association of librarians similar to that formed by the 
Architects in Local Government and New Towns ; (ii) The divorce of the A.A.L. 
from the L.A. and its possible remarriage with the $.M.C.C.L. ; (iii) To form 
an association of librarians within N.A.L.G.O. This last is regarded as the most 
promising, but it would need the co-operation of both N.A.L.G.O. and the L.A. 
to make it effective. The formation of such a body would be useless unless 
there is a national uniformity of professional standards, acceptable to both 
employers and trades unions. Staff should be divided into professional, non- 
professional, clerical, and some reorganisation of the L.A. is needed to assist in 
raising the status of the profession. 


9302 Arbeidssituasjonen i folkebibliotekene [The employment situation 
in public libraries] Kr. Lunder. Bok og Bibliotek, 26 (3) May 1959, 146-148. 


A review of the shortage of trained librarians in Norway. In November 
1958, 31 out of 199 librarian positions in public libraries were vacant and the 
situation is getting worse. The difficulties that have arisen in day-to-day work in 
these libraries are mentioned and comparisons are made between the salaries of 
teachers and librarians showing that librarians are poorly paid and therefore 
very few men are attracted to the profession. 


9303 Library recruiting - a practical approach, Robert J. Flores. Bookmark 
(N.Y. State Library), 18 (9) June 1959, 223-225. 


Early in 1957 the need for state scholarships in librarianship was recognised 
by the New York State authorities and arrangements for these to be granted 
were completed by January 1958 when the first examination was held. As a 
result. of this, nine training grants were awarded, and to date 28 recruits to 
librarianship have been encouraged to enter library school where they undertake 
a concentrated schedule in order to complete the course in the minimum time, 
at a cost of $42,441 which is considered a practical bargain. 


LIBRARY SERVICES : General surveys, international and 
national 


9304 Auslindische Hilfsmassnahmen fiir die deutschen wissenschaft- 
lichen Bibliotheken nach dem zweiten Weltkrieg. [Foreign measures to 
help German scientific libraries after the Second World War]. Z.f-Bib.u.Bib., 
6 (1) 1959, 1-36. 


At the end of the war, many countries came to the aid of Germany’s stricken 
libraries, providing books, journals, and money. This unsung but extremely 
valuable piece of international co-operation is surveyed as follows : Swiss help, 
by W. Hoffmann ; American contributions, by G. von Busse ; French support 
for German libraries, by H. Fuchs ; English efforts, by W. Krieg ; Danish 
contributions, by O. Klose ; and Swedish assistance, by H. Bonde. 
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9305 Libraries and information services behind the Iron Curtain, 
Judith Szebenyi-Sigmond. Amer. Doc., 10 (2) April 1959, 108-115. 


In Hungary there were 4,461 municipal libraries and 6,240 ‘enterprise’ (govern- 
ment, industrial, etc.) libraries in 1955. The municipal libraries stock fiction, 
popular non-fiction and politico-ideological works. The enterprise libraries 
have two facets operating independently, (i) fiction and compulsory Communist 
literature and (ii) the technical literature. Librarians have a four years’ degree 
course, but there are special courses for assistant librarians. All librarians are 
required to promote a dynamic propaganda. The technical information 
libraries issue abstract bulletins and also bibliographies on the ‘plan tasks’ of the 
enterprise. Great emphasis is placed on Western literature. Periodicals are 
circulated by permitting one person to select 20-30 each week for his department. 
Enterprise libraries submit a quarterly report to the respective Minister on cir- 
culation, acquisitions, etc. Each September a list of proposed periodical sub- 
scriptions is submitted to the minister. These are co-ordinated in order to get a 
maximum number of foreign periodicals into the country, with minimum 
duplication. The National Technical Library subscribes to 2,500 periodicals 
of which 70% are from the West. These are abstracted and issued on cards. 
Libraries may subscribe to this service on a basis of DC numbers. The abstracts 
are also issued in pamphlet form. The NTL also maintains a union catalogue 
of all foreign periodicals in the country and their locations and a Central Registry 
holds a copy of every translation made in the country. The Department of 
Library Methods gives help and advice to all libraries. Work competitions are 
also organised, based on order in the library, propaganda techniques, etc. The 
Communist countries maintain a Council for Mutual Economic Aid which 
includes co-operation in information’ fields. Any library may ask the Council 
for information held by another member country. 


9306 The library scene in Pakistan, Jean Waller. Newsl. Lib. Assn. 
Malaya, 3 (3) May 1959, 12-15. 

The general picture is one of great enthusiasm and an emphasis on planning, 
with a recognition by the government of future needs. This is often coupled 
with overcrowding in unsuitable buildings and shortage of funds. The most 
potentially interesting library is the Liaquat National Library, which has, as well 
as a large number of books in western languages, about 11,000 Arabic, Persian 
and Urdu books. National interloan schemes and reference services are en- 
visaged. In training schemes the country is well-provided, with three universities 
and the Karachi Library Association offering courses. The Pakistan Library 
Review is published from Karachi. 


9307 Das rumianische Bibliothekswesen : eine Skizze seiner 
Geschichte, 1. Teil. [The Rumanian library service : a sketch of its history, 
part 1]. Irene Pihuliak. Biblos, 8 (2) 1959, 60-74. Bibliog. 


A brief history of Rumania leads to the development of monastic and private 
libraries ; but the first public library was that of a society in Jassy devoted to 
medical literature, which was founded in 1828. The first state library in 
Bucharest (1830) also functioned as the university library ; and the first in Jassy 
(1841) was also a university and a deposit library. In 1864 they both became 
central libraries according to new regulations, other types created being school 
and municipal. In 1901 the library of the Academy of Sciences in Bucharest 
amalgamated with the Central Library to form what amounted to a Rumanian 
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National Library. This library has been classified by UDC since 1916, and from 
1905 on has published accessions lists, subject lists, catalogues of manuscripts and 
periodicals, and a bibliography of printed books, 1508-1830. The growing 
problem of library accommodation for university students resulted in the open- 
ing, in 1895, of a separate library, stocked mainly with textbooks and manuals. 
Even before the first world war a few small libraries were established in the 
provinces by private initiative. In Bucharest some government and institutional 
libraries have been set up from 1875 onwards. 


9308 Conference on American library resources on Southern Asia. 
J. Oriental Institute, M.S. University of Baroda, 8 (3) March 1959, 291-304. 

This conference was called at the instigation of the Committee on South Asia 
of the Association for Asian Studies because of the realisation that library resources 
in the USA are inadequate for the development of interest and research in Asian 
matters. Forty institutions were represented, including universities, college 
libraries, public libraries, government libraries, and Foundations. The dis- 
cussions were based on 8 papers, the first of which is printed in full, entitled 
Improvement of American library collections on Southern Asia, with particular reference 
to research groups and the public, prepared by Stephen Hay (Chicago). In addition, 
this issue includes the reprint of a short paper on Union catalogues—Southern Asian 
materials by H. I. Poleman. The other 7 working papers will be printed in 
subsequent issues of the Journal. : 


LIBRARY CO-OPERATION and UNION CATALOGUES 


9309 - Self - sufficiency and the regions, J. F. W. Bryon. Librarian, 47 (10) 
November 1958, 181-183. 


From January 1st 1959 the National Central Library will cease to transmit 
requests for British publications and, by means of subject specialisation, Regional 
Library Systems will be expected to make themselves reasonably self-sufficient 
for interlending purposes. Regions which already use co-operative purchase 
schemes based on subject specialisation, e.g. S.E. Regional System, will not 
require a change in policy. Some other Regions have devised schemes of their 
own which are yet to be made public. The remaining Regions, e.g. Yorkshire, 
will automatically fill subject gaps for which they are responsible as a region 
but books on other subjects will be provided on an ad hoc basis only, usually in 
response to specific requests. This will lead to a very limited service in com- 
parison with that given in the Southern Regions. It is clear that only a few 
Regions are ready to stand on their own feet ; others should improve their 
position without delay. 


9310 Appunti per il catalogo unico [Notes on Italian union-catalogue] 
Bianca Fantini Saraceni. Accad. e Bib. d’Italia, 27 (1-2) January-April 1959, 
77-84. 

Describes experiences in the National Center for bibliographical information 
of the Central National Library in Rome. The union-catalogue must be 
published as late as possible, in order that it may be the most perfect. 
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9311 Scandia-planen [The Scandia plan: co-operative acquisition of 
materials in Scandinavia] Hans Flogstad. Bok og Bibliotek, 26 (4) July 1959, 
202-205. Photo. 


(See LSA 6592). In 1956 the Scandinavian Library Conference passed a 
resolution requesting an examination of the possibilities for co-operative 
acquisition in Scandinavia, with the aim of making the total book resources 
richer and more diversified. In April 1957 the Scandinavian Cultural Com- 
mission gave the scheme strong support and each country made a start in the 
autumn of 1957. So far university and national libraries are co-operating and in 
May 1959 the organising committee reviewed the progress made and the materials 
collected and is satisfied that the original aims of the scheme are being carried 
out as planned. 


9312 Library co-operation in Scandinavia II, Majlis Tulander. Q. Bull. 
IAALD., 4 (3) July 1959, 141-142. 

(See LSA 7713). Each Scandinavian country is to make a union list of current 
agricultural periodicals received before geographical division can be organised 
more fully. Denmark and Finland have been exchanging cards for the periodicals 
of those countries assigned to them. An analysis of the needs in different subjects 
is necessary before assignments by subject and by language can be made. 
Humaniora have already been surveyed and divided among the university and 
national libraries. 


9313 Union List of Serials in Kalamazoo, Nettic A. Mchne. Bull. Med. 
Lib. Assn., 47 (3) July 1959, 288-292. 

Small-scale union lists have considerable value in tracing periodicals available 
in local libraries whose holdings are not included in the well-known published 
lists like “Gregory”. Nine libraries in Kalamazoo, Michigan, published such a 
list 8 years ago, and recently produced a second edition. The librarian of the 
Upjohn Company, who was responsible for the editing, and whose firm paid 
the cost of printing, describes how the work was done. Among the points of 
special interest are that each library supplied its list of holdings on a different 
colour of card, and that the final product was also produced on cards (by the 
multilith process) so that the list could be kept constantly up to date with cards 
for new titles or for changes in holdings. Production costs were high, and 
would have been prohibitive but for the subvention by the Company. Of the 
1,936 titles listed 1,333 were held in only one library. The list has been valuable 
not only as a tool for reference and inter-lending but also as a buying and weeding 
guide. 


NATIONAL and GOVERNMENTAL LIBRARIES 


9314 Rigsbibliotekarens beretning [The National Librarian’s report] 
Palle Birkelund. Bogens Verden, 41 (6) September 1959, 330-337. 

Deals with the conditions of the scientific libraries in Denmark and finds that 
it seems as if a “sudden thaw” has occurred and a growing understanding is shown 
by the authorities. The State Library in Aarhus, Jutland, which serves both as a 
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university library and as a central for the public libraries throughout the country 
and where the lack of space has been catastrophic for many years, will have a new 
building in a few years. The Royal Library, Copenhagen will possibly be the 
next library to have a new building for which plans indicate twice the present 
capacity for the book-stack. The costs amount to about 10m. kr. (£500,000). 
In the decennium beginning 1960 it is foreseen that an extensive building activity 
will take place for the scientific libraries, including the library of the Agricultural 
College, the Technical Library of Denmark, the Pedagogical Collection, the 
Zoological Museum and different institutes connected with the university of 
Copenhagen. In Aalborg, Jutland, a rather small but important institution has 
got modest but beautiful premises : The Danish Emigrant-Library and Archives, 
collecting printed and unprinted material about Danish emigrants. It was 
mentioned in the report that grants for book-buying have been too small for 
many years and that it has been impossible to procure several valuable books and 
periodicals which are now unavailable or rather expensive to get. A proposal 
has therefore been made to get a one-time grant and an increase of the annual 
grants. The report ends with the wish that some surveys shall be made to study 
the habits of borrowers and other library-users and to find better ways of serving 
the different kinds of students. 


9315 The new building of the National Library of Scotland, J. H. 
Loudon. Lib. Assn. Rec., 61 (9) September 1959, 199-204. Illus. 


The new building stands on George IV Bridge, Edinburgh. Although 
opened in July 1956, it was planned in 1936 and is in traditional style, ornamenta- 
tion throughout being kept to a minimum. The Entrance Hall, Main Staircase, 
Catalogue Hall, Reading Room (129 ft. by 40 ft. by 33 ft. high), the four Special 
Collection rooms, store rooms, heating system, lifts, and other facilities are 
described in turn. The Map Block (40 ft. by 30 ft.) was opened in May 1958. 
It includes a Reading Room, with three sound-insulated booths, and storage 
space, these together occupying four of the six floors available in the Block. 
The two lowest floors will be equipped to take some of the National Library’s 
special collections of printed books. 


9316 I disegni della Biblioteca Reale di Torino [The drawings of the 
Royal Library in Turin] Giuseppe Scavizzi. Accad. e Bib. d'Italia, 27 (1-2) 
January-April 1959, 91-96. 

The Italian Libraries General Direction of the Public Instruction Ministry 
recently trusted to Aldo Bertini the publication of the catalogue of the drawings 
collected in the last century by Giovanni Volpato and now belonging to the 
Royal Library in Turin. The drawings by well-known artists go from 15-18th 
centuries. The catalogue, the first work of this kind in Italy, represents one of the 
volumes of the collection Indici e cataloghi. 


9317 “Mitt” bibliotek - Stortingsbiblioteket [“My” library - The 
Parliamentary Library (The Storting Library)| Olaf Chr. Torp. Bok og 
Bibliotek, 26 (4) July 1959, 193-195. 

Since 1818 books have been purchased for the Parliament, but a library was 
not established until 1871. The post of librarian was created in 1887. The 
collection of 87,000v. covers all subjects of interest to the work of Parliament. 
700 periodicals and 100 Norwegian and 28 foreign newspapers are currently 
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received. Staff consists of three librarians and two students. Emphasis is 
placed on the reference service and much information is given verbally. 
Materials are loaned to members of Parliament, Parliament’s staff, and to officials 
in central government, research scholars, and to courts of law and attorneys. 


9318 The Library of the Department of Agriculture, Federation of 
Malaya, P. J. Verghese. Q. Bull. IAALD., 4 (2) April 1959, 75-78. 


The library was established along with the Department in 1905 and the first 
full-time librarian was appointed in 1925. Stock comprises c. 40,000v. in bound 
form and some out-of-print periodicals on microfilm. 520 periodicals are 
received by subscription or exchange. The Departmental Library in Kuala 
Lumpur is the central agricultural library for the Federation of Malaya with 
branches in 11 states, three Federal Experiment stations, the College of Agriculture 
and two Agricultural schools. A Library Bulletin is prepared and sent out to 
the branches ; items in periodicals, new books, etc. of special interest to officers 
in the various departments are brought to their notice. 


UNIVERSITY and COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


9319 Tieteelliset kirjastot 1958 [Research libraries in 1958]. Kirjastolehti, 
52 (3) March 1959, 68-69. 


Explanation of tables : name of the library, extent of collections (in metres 
and number of volumes), home loans, reading room loans, photostats and 
microfilms supplied to the public (number of orders), interlibrary loans (given 
and received), photostats and microfilms (prepared in the library, acquired for the 
library), number of qualified members of staff, other members of staff. 


9320 Les bibliothéques universitaires d’Aix et de Marseille [The 
university libraries of Aix and Marseilles] Pierre Leli¢vre. Bull. bib. Fr., 4 (4) 
April 1959, 183-193. Plans, photos. 


The university of Aix-Marseilles is divided between the two towns, Aix 
having law and the humanities, Marseilles pure and applied sciences. This 
traditional separation has been continued in the decision to provide new 
libraries in both towns rather than a single university library. At Aix the site, 
materials and style had been decided upon before the war, so conditions were 
already imposed on the architect. On the other hand, the architect of the science 
faculty library at Marseilles had a free hand, since a new site near the station was 
proposed as a university campus, and he was not tied to the style of neighbouring 
buildings. The old medical faculty library had been very unsatisfactory. The 
decision to group all the medical departments in one building meant that the new 
library could not have an independent building, and various sacrifices in con- 
venience had to be made, particularly with regard to the stack. These three 
libraries form the newest university library in France. 
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9321 University College London : a study in administrative subject 
specialisation, Anthony J. Loveday. Newsl. Lib. Assn. Malaya, 3 (3) May 
1959, 16-19. 


After a brief historical introduction, an outline of the application of subject 
specialisation in terms of administration is given. It is explained how this has 
had a beneficial effect on the operation of the order department, reducing its 
subject responsibility and enabling it to concentrate on a faster routine of ordering, 
with the introduction of reforms. 


9322 The Library of the School of Oriental and African Studies 
[University of London] J. D. Pearson. J. of Asian studies, 17 (1) November 
1957, 183-188. 


This account concentrates on those aspects of the Library of most interest to 
readers of the Journal of Asian studies, and omits mention of African interests and 
those relating to Phonetics and Linguistics. At the time of the account the Library 
contained some 200,000 volumes and pamphlets, and about 1,500 manuscripts. Its 
nucleus had consisted in the oriental books belonging to the former London 
Institution, together with donations from the India Office, the British Museum, 
and private persons. There were also transfers of books from the University 
Library and the libraries of University and King’s Colleges. Sections of the 
account are devoted to China, Japan, Korea, Tibet, Mongolia, Manchuria, 
South and East Asia, as also to two special features (i) the Percival David Founda- 
tion of Chinese Art, presented to the University of London in 1950 by Sir 
Percival David, and including a small library ; (1i) the Eastern Art collection, 
formed from the nucleus of the oriental art collections of the Courtauld Institute 
of Art, and housed in an annexe of the Library. This collection includes illustra- 
tions and lantern slides as well as books, and additions are being made to all 
groups as opportunity offers. 


9323 The technical college library - some suggested standards, 
E. R. McColvin. Tech. Educ., 1 (4) May 1959, 26-28. Illus. 


Technical college libraries lag behind modern requirements and have been 
slow in gaining recognition of their potentialities. Stages in development noted 
are : (i) The Association of Technical Institutes, The Association of Principals of 
Technical Institutions, and The Association of Teachers in Technical Institutions’ 
report on libraries in technical institutions published in 1938 and re-stated in 
1944. Its main recommendaticns were : provision of a library, a separate 
reading room and small study rooms ; trained librarian in charge with academic 
status ; a books and binding fund on a scale of 3/- per student for the first 2,000 
students and 2/- for others. (ii) London and Home Counties Advisory Council 
for Higher Technical Education recommendation in 1954 of a bookfund ranging 
from £800 - £2,000 according to the type of work done. (iii) Ministry of 
Education Circular 322 recommended a range of £500 - £2,000 for a library 
of 3,000v. (iv) The Library Association in 1957 in its standards for technical 
college libraries recommended that the bookfund should allow the library to 
grow to 10,000v. in its first five years. Surveys made in 1955 and 1957 showed 
that the large technical colleges were not spending as much as was recommended 
and were far below the funds in university colleges. Few technical college 
libraries have yet sufficient staff or even a trained librarian. 
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9324 “Mitt” bibliotek - Norges handelshoyskoles bibliotek [“My” 
library - The Library of the Norwegian College of Economics and Business 
Administration] Anna Dahl. Bok og Bibliotek, 26 (3) May 1959, 142-144. 


The library contains c. 30,000v. and receives currently 480 periodicals and 
industrial papers. Publications issued by the various departments of the College 
are available for exchange. Subjects covered are : political economy, business 
administration, jurisprudence, economic geography, economic history, and 
languages. Catalogue cards of holdings are sent to the union catalogue in the 
University of Oslo. The library collaborates in the preparation of the card 
Index of Periodicals held by the Business Colleges of Denmark, Sweden, Norway 
and Finland. 


9325 Fakultetstjenesten - et nytt ledd i litteraturtjenesten [The uni- 
versity library and the service to institutes : a system of co-operation] Harald 
L. Tveteras. Nord. Tid., 46 (1) 1959, 1-15. 

In European universities the relation between the main library and depart- 
mental libraries has in recent years been one of competition rather than co- 
operation. The situation in Germany is discussed and an account is then given 
of a system for co-operation developed in Oslo university. The university 
library provides a faculty service to about 80 departmental libraries, working 
through the five faculty centres, which are staffed by librarians responsible to 
the director of the university library. This decentralization brings the library 
service to the research workers, who in return are willing to advise the university 
library on specialised reference problems. 


9326 The divisional plan library : origins and development ; present 
meaning and future potential, Frank A. Lundy. Aspects of Libnp., (18) 
1959, 8p. 

The plan consists of grouping collections and services under broad, com- 
monly understood subjects, e.g. the humanities, the social sciences and the 
sciences. The student can thus go to the department for the subject he needs and 
find the books, periodicals and expert assistance. In new buildings, separate 
divisional reading rooms should be avoided in favour of open-access bookstacks; 
existing buildings can be adapted by the division of large reference libraries. 
Staff can be employed according to subject qualifications and interests. Uni- 
versity of Nebraska Libraries practice is as follows : (i) Staff : special qualifica- 
tions used in book selection, ordering and cataloguing, thus giving staff close 
acquaintance with additions ; (ii) Management : major subject branch libraries 
are equal to divisional libraries on Library Council ; minor branches are ad- 
ministered through appropriate divisional library. 


9327 Collections in the University of North Carolina before 1830, 
Jane C. Bahnsen. Coll. and Res. Libs., 20 (2) March 1959, 125-129. 


The University of North Carolina began in 1792 with the gift of one volume. 
In 1958 it was decided to form a special representative collection of the pre- 
1830 acquisitions. They had been collected originally by three main groups : 
the University library itself, the Dielectic Society, and the Philosophical Society, 
both student organizations founded in 1796. Almost all of the 2,300 volumes 
added up to 1830 have been identified in the library’s collections. 
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9328 Slovo o provoznich technickych knihovnach [Decentralization 
of technical libraries in ‘Nov4 Hut ironworks] Zdetka Huserova. Knihovnik, 
4 (6) 1959, 169-170. 


The iron-works at Nova Hut have decentralised their technical library. 
When the library was situated in one place, the workers did not make enough 
use of it because of its distance from their actual working-place. After the 
decentralization in 1958 the total number of readers increased to 2,855 and issues 
to 14,097, with an average of 92 readers and 455 issues for each of the 31 branches. 


9329 Archive of German music history, Harald Heckmann. Notes, 16 (1) 
December 1958, 35-39. Illus. 


The Deutsches Musikgeschichtliches Archiv was established in Cassel in 1954 
to inventory German manuscript and printed music and musical treatises of the 
period c. 1450-1700, to collect microfilms and to prepare editions of them. For 
the purpose of filming, 30 libraries have already been systematically reviewed 
and many others are represented. A catalogue is being published, and the 
Archive itself has a detailed catalogue on punched cards which is capable of 
yielding information of various kinds. There is also a public reading room and 
a small reference library. 


9330 Zur Erschliessung der Nachlasse in den Wissenschaftlichen 
Bibliotheken der Deutschen Demokratischen Republik sowie im 
Archiv und Literaturarchiv der Deutschen Akademie der Wissen- 
schaften zu Berlin. [Making available the bequests of personal papers in the 
special libraries of the German Democratic Republic and the literature 
archives of the German Academy of Sciences in Berlin] Otto Wenig. Z.f-Bib., 
73 (1) 1959, 1-9. Bibliog. 

The pre-war indexes to bequests of personal papers are now of only limited 
use. In Western Germany, a study group of the Union of German Librarians 
has replaced them with a published union list ; and, in the German Democratic 
Republic, a similar list is being prepared by the author. It will be in two parts, 
one for the contents of learned libraries, the other for those of public libraries, 
and will take account of fragmentary, as well as of complete, collections. There 
is an extensive literature of the discussions between librarians and archivists on 
the question of who should hold these papers. It is generally agreed that those 
with a bearing on administrative matters should go to the archives, and that 
those of literary or artistic interest should be in a library. The contention of 
some archivists that they should retain all these bequests seems of doubtful 
validity, for the following reasons: (a) Few personal papers are sufficiently 
important. (b) They generally lack the completeness and consistency of official 
collections. (c) Many personal writings consist of marginalia and loose notes 
in books. (d) The works of reference necessary for studying them are more 
easily available in libraries. (e) Libraries can make them more accessible. 


9331 Information stimulus. Engincering, 187 (4858), 17 April 1959, 517. 

For the industrial concerns in Britain which are aware of the need to control 
the flow of information many problems crop up. These may be dealt with by 
the provision of a well-integrated library service together with the publication 
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of a ‘Review of current literature,’ giving references to important periodical 
articles, confidential reports and patents as is done in the GKN group of com- 
panies. Methods of organisation in several other industrial libraries are discussed 
briefly. 


9332 Methods of recording loans, B. Warburton. Aslib. Proc., 11 (4) 
April 1959, 94-97. 

Systems in use at United Steel Companies Ltd., Kodak Research Library, 
Metropolitan Vickers, British Institute of Management, and Metal Box Com- 
pany Library are outlined, and their advantages and disadvantages discussed. 


9333 Is the circulation of periodicals desirable ? H. Thornton. Aslib 
Proc., 11 (4) April 1959, 106-107. 

There are disadvantages involved in circulating periodicals, namely an increase 
in paper-work and staff time, the impossibility of making the same periodical 
available to more than one person at a time, the loss of the periodical as a source 
of ready reference to the library, and the possibility of losing it completely. 
Despite these disadvantages, it is felt that the service is useful and therefore 
desirable. 


9334 Unfamiliar libraries V : Waddesdon Manor, A. R. A. Hobson. 
Book Collector, 8 (2) Summer 1959, 131-139. Illus. 

A description of the library formed by Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild and his 
great-nephew James de Rothschild, which is particularly strong in 17th and 
18th century French books, many of them in bindings by Padeloup, Le Monnier 
and others. 


9335 The library of Bishop Porteus, D. T. Richnell. Lib. Assn. Rec., 61 
(6) June 1959, 156-158. 

The library of Beilby Porteus, Bishop of London 1787-1809, was housed at 
Fulham Palace until 1958. It has now been transferred on permanent loan to 
the University of London Library. The collection is strongest in theology, 
but it is also rich in items on slavery, the French Revolution, and the like. The 
Porteus Library will now be readily accessible for consultation and it will 
ultimately have a complete catalogue devoted to it. 


9336 Dr. Williams’s Library, Roger Thomas. Bull. Assn. Brit. Theol. and 
Phil. Libs., (9) July 1959, 7-9. 

Daniel Williams, London Presbyterian minister, died in 1716 and left his books 
as a public library. Together with the library of another minister, William 
Bates, the collection has grown to become an outstanding one on English 
religious life. It now contains c. 100,000v. and while the main fields of interest 
are philosophy, theology and church history, it includes important books in 
many other fields, such as economics, sociology, history and literature. Special 
collections cover French Protestant literature of the 17th cent., medical history, 
Greek and Latin classics, Hebraica and Judaica, the Henry Crabb Robinson 
collection of correspondence, and Christopher Walton’s collection on theosophy; 
also some incunabula and medieval manuscripts. The latest catalogue, published 
in 1955, records in 900 pages, the 30,000v. added 1900-50. The library is free 
for reference purposes and available on subscription of 21/- a year for lending 
purposes. 
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9337 Signposts : some selections from the 1958 special library 
literature, J. Bird. Aslib. Proc., 11 (6) June 1959, 147-160. Bibliog. 


An annual review of items likely to be of practical help in running a small 
library or information service, especially for the scientifically untrained person. 
115 books and articles are listed. 


9338 The special libraries of India, B. Agard Evans and G. B. Ghosh. 
Aslib. Proc., 11 (6) June 1959, 161-169. 


Topics covered are, the training of special librarians, the use of English as a 
lingua franca, the growth of Indian scientific and technical literature, and the 
spread of national co-ordinating institutions. The Indian Scientific Documenta- 
tion Centre (INSDOC), which runs a microfilm, photostat and translation service, 
and the Indian Association of Special Libraries and Information Centres ([ASLIC), 
the counterpart of Aslib, help to overcome the difficulties of communication and 
accessibility of material. Forty-two libraries are listed as an appendix, with 
special notes on the seven most important. 


9339 Church of Ireland Diocesan Libraries, Maura Tallon. Leabharlann, 
17 (2) June 1959, 45-63. 

Brief historical notes, including book and manuscript scope, size of library 
and outstanding works, are given for the following Diocesan libraries: (1) 
Christ Church Cathedral Library (Dublin) ; (2) Marsh’s Library (Dublin) ; 
(3) Representative Church Body Library (Co. Cavan) ; (4) Lismore Diocesan 
Library, Co. Waterford ; (5) Ossory Diocesan Library ; (6) Raphoe Diocesan 
Library, Co. Donegal ; (7) Ross Cathedral Library ; (8) Tuam Diocesan Library; 
(9) Waterford Diocesan Library. An index of founders and benefactors is 
supplied. 


9340 Il Museo ferroviario a Roma Termini [The railroad museum at 
the station of Roma Termini] Livio Jannattoni. Roma, Ferrovio italiane dello 
Stato, 1959, 64p. Illus., photos., bibliog. (Special issue of the Quaderni F.S.). 

Records both the history and the catalogue of the objects, publications, docu- 
ments of every kind collected in this museum, now five years old. A chapter 
is also dedicated to foreign railroad museums. The bibliography, at the end, 
is highly specialized and arranged according to the order of the chapters. The 
author is the librarian of the General] Direction of Italian Railroads. 


9341 Atti del Convegno di studi sullo scambio di informazioni nelle 
aziende e tra le aziende, Milano, 7-8 marzo 1959 [Acts of the meeting on 
the exchange of information in firms and among firms, Milan, 7th-8th March 
1959]. Istituto per le pubbliche relazioni. Milano, editrice “L’Uffici o 
moderno”’, 1959, 159p. Illus. 

This volume contains, among other news, the following reports presented to 
the meeting : (i) L’importanza economica dello scambio di informazioni 
allinterno dell’azienda e tra le aziende [Economical importance of the 
exchange of information in the firms and among the firms], by R. Tremelloni ; 
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(ii) Le informazioni, oggetto di scambio. Il segreto commerciale ed i 
limiti delle informazioni scambievoli [The information, object of exchange. 
The commercial secret and the limits of mutual information], by A. Croccolo ; 
(iii) I problemi giuridici delle informazioni aziendali [ Juridical problems 
of firms’ information], by M. Boneschi; (iv) Lo scambio di informazioni 
tra aziende, associazioni professionali e pubbliche amministrazioni [The 
exchange of information among firms, professional associations and public 
administrations], by B. Barberi ; (v) Rivelazione, elaborazione, interpretaz- 
ione, presentazione e utilizzazione delle notizie ai fini aziendali [Revelation, 
elaboration, interpretation, presentation, and utilization of news for the purposes 
of the firm], by G. Tagliacarne ; (vi) Canali e veicoli per lo scambio delle 
informazioni aziendali [Channels and vehicles for the exchange of firms’ 
information], by G. Pampaloni ; (vii) Le informazioni del personale e al 
personale aziendale [Information of the staff and to the staff in a firm], by 
P. Polese ; (viii) La stampa quotidiana e periodica come mezzo d’infor- 
mazione aziendale [Daily and periodical press as a means of information for 
the firm], by L. Barzini jr.; (ix) Informazione aziendale e Pubblica 
Amministrazione [Firms’ information and public administration], by V. 
Cazzaniga. 


9342 Reference records [in law libraries] A. Elizabeth Holt. Law Lib. ]., 
52 (2) May 1959, 145-149. 

Library literature offers little assistance in determining what a reference record 
should contain or why they should or should not be kept. In order to gain 
information a survey was made of the practices in 25 law libraries. Some 
account is given of the varying practices relating to the records of questions 
received, the search procedures of sources checked, the report of material located 
and the reference file of sources of information. 


9343 [Medical libraries in Toronto], John W. Scott. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 
47 (1) January 1959, 65. 

The first medical library in Toronto was established in 1839 by the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Upper Canada. Two years later the College was 
dissolved, and the books and library furnishings were transferred to the care of 
the Secretary of the College who made an inventory and gave a receipt for the 
books. In 1847 the custodian of the library died of typhus fever and the library 
disappeared. Although the volumes were all stencil-marked : “Col. Phys. and 
Surg. U. C.,” none of these books is known to survive. There were medical 
libraries associated with the various medical schools, which ultimately were 
absorbed into the University Library. As a result of the fire in 1890, the library 
was completely destroyed, so that there are no books from that period available. 
After the fire many of the European Universities contributed books to re-establish 
the library. There is a medical section in the University Library, which provides 
facilities for both the undergraduates and research workers. It is housed in the 
University Library building, but in a section separate from the main library. 
In 1880 the Ontario Medical Library Association was organized, and its library 
was housed in the building of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario. 
In 1907 clinical societies and the Library Association united to found the Academy 
of Medicine. Since that time the library has grown continuously, and is now 
one of the most important medical libraries in Canada. 
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9344 The medical libraries in Yugoslavia, Lela A. Mevorah. Bull. Med. 
Lib. Assn., 47 (1) January 1959, 54-59. 


Jugoslavia has 8 important medical libraries, three of which were founded in 
the 1920’s and the remainder since 1945. The Central Library of the Faculty of 
Medicine in Belgrade contains 15,000v. and 850 journals (400 current). It 
exercises stringent central control of expenditure for the libraries of about 40 
clinics and institutes and rigorously avoids duplication of books, although duplica- 
tion of periodicals is allowed in order to encourage the younger doctors to “keep 
up with the literature”. There are 3 special reading rooms for students, with 300 
places, which are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Other libraries described are those 
of the School of Public Health, Zagreb (18,000v., 247 current periodicals, study 
facilities for 44 readers) ; the Institute of Hygiene, Belgrade (40,000v., 300 
current foreign periodicals) ; the Central Library of the Medical Faculty, 
Ljubljana (36,000v., 2,816 current foreign periodicals, reading room with 34 
seats, serves 30 institutes and clinics) ; the Central Library of the Sarajevo 
Medical Faculty (16,000v., 24,000 journal vols.) ; and the Central Library at 
Skoplje (35,000v. in 24 libraries of institutes and clinics). 


9345 A long way from home - a South African looks at American 
medical libraries, Beatrix H. Robinow. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 47 (3) July 
1959, 293-304. 


This survey of American medical library practice is doubly interesting. 
Firstly, it is written by a “foreigner”. Secondly, the writer is a relative new- 
comer to medical librarianship, although she had previously worked for 15 years 
in general and university libraries. In 1957 she was awarded a Fellowship by 
the Medical Library Association, and in 6 months managed to visit 37 libraries 
and to attend a summer course on medical librarianship. Her report shows that 
she made good use of the time she spent in the USA. 


9346 The Medical Center Library: a symposium. Bull. Med. Lib. 
Assn., 46 (4) October 1958, 497-518. 

The concept of the medica] center (Mildred Jordan, p. 497-502) ; Dental 
research in a medical center library (Robert J. Corlin, p. 503-5) ; The adminis- 
trative problem of a medical center library (Ralph A. Hawley, p. 506-8) ; 
Planning for staff and services (Wilma K. Troxel, p. 509-513) ; The new medical 
center library (William K. Beatty, p. 514-8). 


9347 American Dental Association library, Donald Washburn. _ Illinois 
Libs., 41 (5) May 1959, 390-393. Illus. 


The library, which was formally organized in 1927, is administered by the 
Association’s Bureau of Library and Indexing service. It is located in the central 
offices of the Association in Chicago. The basic collection consists of over 
12,000v. and there are also thousands of reprints and unbound periodicals, 
vertical file items and 2,000 package libraries (collections of from 10 to 40 clippings 
and reprints on various topics). The Bureau publishes the Index to dental literature. 
There is a collection of audio-visual materials, and 3,000 films, sets of slides and 
filmstrips were circulated during the past year. The Bureau sponsors national 
conferences on the dental library and on dental nomenclature. 
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9348 The library as a therapeutic experience, Ruth Bickel, and others. 
Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 47 (3) July 1959, 305-311. 


(Material submitted by participants in a Workshop for Institution Librarians 
at New York). Bibliotherapy as a conscious exercise seems to be practised more 
outside Great Britain than within it, and this article shows how some American 
librarians are going about it. Although some of the suggested activities might 
be viewed with suspicion by British patients, the wide range of possibilities will 
perhaps surprise those who have no direct experience of library work in hospitals. 
Many of the suggestions are applicable to hospital librarianship generally, and 
not merely to mental hospitals only, as is often the case in articles on bibliotherapy. 


9349 The importance of hospital and nursing school libraries to the 
nursing profession, Amy Francis Brown. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 47 (3) July 
1959, 258-263. 


Among the points made are the low awareness of the value of library services 
among both students and instructors (including some who are responsible for 
purchasing books for the use of students), and the “literary apathy” of students. 


9350 Special collections at the University of Wisconsin School of 
Pharmacy, Elsa Reich. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 47 (2) April 1959, 141-143. 


The School of Pharmacy at Madison contains a considerable collection of 
materials on the history of pharmacy assembled by Edward Kremers the historian 
of pharmacy. It includes letters, clippings, photographs, broadsides, etc. A 
classification scheme for part of the material in vertical files was developed 
recently, copies of which are available. The files are kept up to date with 
contemporary material. The School also possesses a collection of pharma- 
ceutical catalogues, dating from 1872. About half were issued before 1900, 
and about 98% cover the period 1880-1930. The article ends with a list of the 
catalogues dated 1872-1890. 


9351 Our medical literature, Estelle Brodman. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 47 
(3) July 1959, 253-257. 


Dr. Brodman takes the title of a paper read by John Shaw Billings in 1881 
and makes some extremely interesting comparisons with his description of the 
conditions in his own day and his forecasts for the future. Periodicals, for 
instance, have increased from about 850 (containing 20,000 substantial articles) 
to 5,000 (containing around 220,000 articles); books and pamphlets from 
4,000 to 40,000. ‘“With what nostalgia do we . . . look back on that golden age 
as we add more than 5 per cent of the total medical literature of Billings’ day to...a 
collection already ten times the size of Billings’ estimated total !’ The author 
suggests that the problem for librarians is “‘the technical one of working out 
methods to cut down on staff and storage so that we can handle our ever- 
expanding medical literature more economically than we have done in the 
past... The real job of the National Library of Medicine is that of making 
known and making available to others the vast body of medical literature . . . 
from all over the world so that other libraries in turn need not multiply every- 
thing by ten every century”. 
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9352 The Presidential library - a new institution, Herman Kahn. 
Spec. Libs., 50 (3) March 1959, 106-113. Illus. 


(See LSA 7775). Though called libraries, the Presidential libraries are equally 
museums and archives depositories. A President’s office files, his “papers’’, in 
the United States are his own personal property, though it is recognized that they 
have an interest for governments and historians also. In the past Congress has 
purchased some of these papers from the heirs of deceased presidents. Not all 
have been acquired, however. More than his predecessors Franklin D. Roosevelt 
was alive to the historical research value of his papers. In addition he had 
collected many books and carefully preserved his pre-presidential political and 
family correspondence. His mother had also preserved all his school exercise 
books, letters, etc. After entering the White House many gifts were received. 
Preservation and care of this large collection of material was bound to be difficult. 
The idea of the Presidential Library and Museum developed. Land was donated 
by Roosevelt and his mother and buildings erected by public subscription. The 
museum was opened in 1941, but it was 1948 before the library was able to 
function. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES : General surveys 


9353 Biblioteksdirektorens beretning [The report of the Director of 
libraries] Robert L. Hansen. Bogens Verden, 41 (6) September 1959, 319-329. 


The greatest event of the year has been the revision of the library law which 
altered the two rates of the state-grant of value especially to the greater libraries 
and the county library work. The total increase of the state-grant for the 
financial year 1959-60 amounts to about 3.6m. Danish kroner (£180,000) of 
which the county library work gets the benefit of about 700,000 kroner (£35,000). 
The report deals with some other subjects as e.g. the debate of a special subscrip- 
tion for loan of books in the public libraries, the shortage of librarians and the 
increase in the building of libraries. The interavailability, as practised in England, 
was mentioned as a model for a similar arrangement in Greater Copenhagen 
where this problem is not yet solved. The total number of issues shows a 
decrease of 430,000v. while the number of borrowers increased by about 21,000. 
One of the main reasons why a decrease has come may be the growing influence 
of television. In South Jutland near the Danish-German border reports from 
local parish-librarians mention this fact and especially in these areas where the 
influence of the German TV is notable. It is to be hoped that the TV pro- 
grammes will be of a quality which can inspire the viewers to more reading. 
The report concludes with some reflections on the increasing influence of the 
“popular press” saying that the libraries shall not attempt to compete with 
those organs which provide the public with banal entertainment. The libraries 
must maintain a position as a real factor of culture of vitalimportance to the 
intellectual development of mankind. 


9354 Kirjastojen kiaytté kasvaa - missdé on uusi laki? [The use of 
libraries increases - where is the new law :] Kirjastolehti, 52 (2) February 
1959, 25. 

In 1958 the number of home loans in the towns increased by 173% (more 
than 1m. loans) compared with 1957, in the boroughs the increase was 25% 
(over 30,000 loans). The government however has taken a firm stand against 








PUBLIC LIBRARIES 171 


a renewal of the library law. At the beginning of this year this shortcoming 
was given considerable publicity in the press and in the cultural and political 
conference in Helsinki. 


9355 Die Biicherei: eine dffentliche Aufgabe [The library - a concern 
of the whole community] Wolfgang Thauer. B.u.Bild., 11 (8-9) August- 
September 1959, 345-349. 

The 11th annual conference of the VDV (German Public Librarians’ Associa- 
tion) was held from 29th May to 1st June 1959. Marking the 10th anniversary 
of the inaugural meeting at Fulda in 1949, it was appropriately held in Hamburg, 
whose libraries are highly esteemed. The opening speech reviewed achievements 
and outstanding objectives. The last three years especially had seen encouraging 
development in both town and country, including the spread of travelling 
libraries, and recently, a central bureau (Arbeitsstelle) for the co-operative solution 
of library problems. At the same time, salaries were inadequate, and there was 
a shortage of qualified librarians. Public librarians have a cultural responsibility 
to the community, and bookstocks must be greater and opening bours longer to 
enable its fulfilment. Swedish municipal libraries have a stock of from one to 
three books per head, whereas in Germany stocks average one book to three or 
four persons. The public library’s contribution is not finally to be measured by 
statistics but by its place in the community. The themes of the Hamburg 
conference reflected the desire of German librarians to find solutions to problems 
affecting library users. [See also in same issue pp. 382-400: Die Idee der 
Offentlichen Bicherei hat sich durchgesetzt [The idea of the public library 
has prevailed] Hans Harald Breddin. 


9356 Scotland and the Roberts Report, W. R. Aitken. Lib. World, 60 
(708) June 1959, 257-259. 


Although Scotland was not included in its terms of reference, the Report of 
the Roberts Committee may well have repercussions there. Of particular 
interest is the chapter on ‘The position in Wales’, because the situation described 
there parallels that in Scotland quite closely. The author approves the Report’s 
recommendations regarding minimum annual book expenditure, particularly 
as the use of a population figure to define a suitable library authority can be 
dangerous, although it is significant that of the 47 burgh libraries only 5 reach 
this standard, all of them serving populations of over 40,000. Because of 
economic difficulties, many small Scottish counties have amalgamated with 
other authorities to provide joint schemes. The Secretary of State for Scotland, 
through the Education Department, exercises an oversight of the public library 
service similar to that recommended for the Minister of Education in the Report, 
and the 1951 Report for Scotland recommended the establishment of an Advisory 
Council along the lines of those now recommended for England and Wales by 
the Roberts Committee. The author also discusses the questions of qualifications 
and status of chief librarians. 


9357 Biblioteksvirksomheden i Gronland [Library activity in Green- 
land] Hans Westermann. Bogens Verden, 41 (5) July 1959, 271-272. 

Some time has had to pass before the reorganization of the libraries in Green- 
land has been able to leave its mark on the widespread area in which library 
activity is being planned. It has been necessary to make contacts out in the 
country, to buy a sufficient number of Greenlandic books, have them bound and 
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distributed. Children’s libraries and the travelling collections had to be extended. 
1958 is the first whole year in which the reorganization has been able to work in 
all town libraries. The increase of book-supply resulted in a big increase in the 
issues, more than 50%. The first 5 months of 1959 show a further increase of 
about 40-50% compared with the same months in the preceding year. The 
increase of the library grant for 1959 to 50,000 kroner (£2,500) means that many 
smaller places can be supplied with travelling-collections. Thanks to some 
special grants in 1958 it has been possible to acquire a collection of books from 
the late Professor Thalbitzer consisting of valuable literature on Greenland and 
the Arctic. Lack of premises has in two towns been a hindrance to the estab- 
lishment of libraries, but this will be solved in a few years. As library-work 
is unpaid it is difficult to get parish-librarians. While most of the adults in 
Greenland are not able to read books in Danish it has been a problem to supply 
all the children and young people, who are taught Danish in the schools, with 
enougb books in Danish. 


9358 Presidential address, Feargus Mac Murchada. Leabharlann, 17 (2) 
June 1959, 41-44. 

The 1947 Public Libraries Act ratified the poor position of Irish libraries, and 
the service is now politically and economically insignificant. The County 
services, catering for 74% of the population, all have inadequate funds in the light 
of the increasing cost of books and administration ; and Meath, Kilkenny and 
Waterford have had a recent cut in their annual estimates. This financial 
cheeseparing is affecting the national and economic policy. Money is spent on 
the material development of agricultural Ireland, while the intellectual side of 
broadening the people’s minds and the subsequent maintenance of the strength 
of the rural community is suffering through the lack of support to the library 
services. Salaries should be commensurate with the true responsibility of the 
position held and equal pay for men and women should be reintroduced. 


9359 Prima settimana delle biblioteche in Italia [First library week in 
Italy.] Accad. e Bib. d’Italia, 27 (1-2) January-April 1959, 3-71. 

In October 1958, copying the example of USA, Italy celebrated for the first 
time its library week, during which there were visits to libraries, exhibitions of 
books, articles in newspapers, lectures, radio talks, etc. These pages give both 
the text of the most important conferences held on this occasion in different 
places and of a radio script ; and the chronicle of various events in Italian towns. 
The conferences are the following : (i) Un mondo di vivi: la biblioteca 
[A world of alive persons : the library], by Aristide Calderini (p. 6-14) ; (ii) 
Funzioni e compiti delle biblioteche, ieri ed oggi [Functions and tasks of 
libraries, yesterday and to-day], by Achille Marazza (p. 15-22) ; (iii) Il biblio- 
tecario, questo sconosciuto [The librarian, this unknown fellow], by Francesco 
Barberi (p. 26-37). Radio script : Dove hai i tuoi libri ? [Where do you 
keep your books?] (p. 23-26) was held by Riccardo Bacchelli. 


9360 Public library services in Singapore, L. M. Harrod. Lib. Assn. Rec., 
61 (9) September 1959, 205-209. 

The Raffles Library, Singapore, dates back to 1832; it became the Raffles 
National Library by virtue of a law passed in 1958. This law provided that a 
Library Board should be formed and that the Library—hitherto a subscription 

















PUBLIC LIBRARIES 173 


library—should be free. The total stock is about 150,000v. Services are 
particularly concerned with library work with children and the provision of 
books in Chinese, Tamil and Malay. The two mobile libraries, constructed in 
low chassis, are equipped with a “‘Karrier” coupling, and each holds some 1,800 
English books. The foundation stone of the new library building was laid in 
August 1957 and the layout of the building, when completed, is described. 


9361 Newer library procedures, G. D. Siega. Philippine J. Educ., 38 (1) 
June 1959, 38-39, 44. 

The traditional functions of libraries and librarians are discussed in the light of 
educational needs in the Philippines. It is recommended that modern methods 
should be introduced into Philippine libraries and a more positive service given, 
particularly to teachers. 


9362 The American scene - some observations on current American 
library service, Suzanne McLaurin Connell. Lib. World, 60 (703) January 
1959, 105-108. Bibliog. 

In developing their traditional role as cultural community centres, American 
libraries have made the fullest use of modern techniques and innovations in- 
cluding audio-visual media (e.g. films, tape-recordings, and radio and television 
programmes) and automation—although this must be used as a servant and not as 
a master. Modern functional buildings are replacing the old Carnegie type of 
publiclibrary. Furnishings and interior decoration are becoming more attractive 
and such features as air-conditioning and fluorescent lighting more commonplace. 
Librarians are doing much to promote not only good public relations, but also 
good international relations. Reference is made to the Library Services Act, 
1956, ‘“‘an instrument to extend public library service to rural areas’ which 
provides that a Federal grant-in-aid be made to the states for the institution and 
improvement of a state library extension programme. 





PUBLIC LIBRARIES : Policy and practice 


9363 Tested tenets for trustees, John Hall Jacobs. Alabama Libn., 10 (3) 
July 1959, 51-54. 

(i) The first and most important tenet is believe in libraries. This belief must be 
active, realising that the public library is more than the symbol of freedom of 
enquiry by all, and that the trustee must help the library to accomplish its 
objectives, i.e. (a) organised information ; (b) provision of tools for education 
and expert guidance ; (c) preservation of recorded knowledge ; (d) provision 
of a means for aesthetic development ; (e) recreation. (ii) Trustees must work for 
libraries and encourage others to work as a team on plans based on careful study 
and evaluation. (iii) Learn about libraries, the legal provisions, methods of support, 
income and problems. Compare standards, visit other libraries, invite criticism 
and try to overcome deficiencies, aiming to gain acceptance of the best principles 
of good librarianship. (iv) Love to use libraries, to love books and communicate 
that enthusiasm to others. (v) Never take libraries for granted. Complacency 
and apathy are the worst enemies of libraries. The library with no problems 
is a dead institution. Welcome problems and constantly seek to stir staff, 
committees and associations into action. 
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9364 Why a library or librarian ? Burton W. Gorman, Aspects of Libnp., 
(20) 1959, 4p. 

The author is Professor of the Department of Secondary Education, Kent 
State University, Ohio. The function of the librarian is ‘“‘to bring the right 
person into contact with the right idea” ; he is in danger of forgetting this in 
the minutiae of administration. The librarian places too great a faith in issue 
statistics ; he underestimates the ability of the average man and so is the less able 
to be of service to him. He should look upon himself as an educator and 
should take the initiative, instead of waiting for the reader to come to the library. 
Ways and means of approaching and attracting readers are outlined. 


9365 Die Biicherei muss ins Spiel gebracht werden [The library must 
be brought into the picture] Joachim Mentzel. B.u.Bild., 11 (7) July 1959, 
325-326. 

The majority of library staff today would complain of inadequate provision. 
It is the librarian’s duty to attend council mectings, to study the members of his 
committee, to make regular reports, and to seek the advocacy of those in authority 
who appreciate the potential contribution ofa library to the community. Young 
librarians in small towns are especially likely to find opposition, often from 
officials with no respect for culture. It is not enough to be experts in technical 
matters of librarianship, we must impress the outsider by our industry. Local 
branches of the professional association should encourage exchange of experience 
on these points, and joint action to improve conditions. 


9366 Med folket - for fostrandet [On the educative aspects of public 
library work], Jorgen Elgstrém. Biblioteksbladet, 44 (6) 1959, 405-412. Photos., 
bibliog. 

It has occurred that librarians have been accused of dualism in their efforts to 
maintain the proper standards in book selection, on one hand, and to satisfy 
readers, on the other. Different views on this subject have been held 
among librarians ever since George Ticknor at the beginning of the 1850s stated 
that “‘the pleasant literature of the day” should be supplied by public libraries 
“when fresh and new, the only time it is greatly wanted”. It is difficult to 
ascertain the intrinsic value of literature, and thus to set any definite boundaries. 
It is a part of the programme of all public libraries to attract as many readers as 
possible ; the quantitative change will be followed by a qualitative one. 
Statistics and research may have a great deal to teach us, but it is through contact 
with individuals and the experience of the books themselves that the book 
selector may solve his principal problems. 


9367 Pomoc lidovych knihoven zemédélskému hospodafstvi [Assis- 
tance of public libraries to agriculture] Alena Sandova. Knihovnik 4 (3) 1959, 
70-71. 

In March 1958 public libraries of the district of Melnik, Czechoslovakia, 
organised a ‘Week of farming books’. The week included reorganisation of 
co-operation with the local co-operative farms, displays, booklists and talks. 
As a result 1,455 books on agriculture were issued during one month as compared 
with 1,633 during the previous whole year. Next book week will be organised 
in the winter to fit in better with the farming season. 














PUBLIC LIBRARIES 175 


9368 Knihovna proti v’em zvyklostem [A most unusual library] Jaroslav 
Frey. Knihovnik, 4 (3) 1959, 72-75. 

Describes the experiences of a librarian in a part-time village library of a very 
backward district. Among the problems he had to deal with were illiteracy and 
alcoholism. He started his work through children in the school and distributed 
freely old copies of illustrated magazines for their parents. Having established 
the service he intends to hand it over to the trade union of the local state farm. 


9369 Konsequenzen der 5-Tage-Woche fiir die Biichereiarbeit [Con- 
sequences of the 5-day week for library work] Rolf Kluth. B.u.Bild., 11 
(8-9) August-September 1959, 349-358. 

This problem affects urban more than rural communities. The author’s 
questionnaire showed that in city administrations where a 45-hour week is in 
operation (the 40-hour week is still exceptional in Germany), 9 of 16 cities had 
introduced the 5-day week, 6 operated a schedule for alternate free Saturdays, 
and one a 6-day week with two free half-days. There is a strong body of opinion 
throughout Germany in favour of the opening of public libraries on Saturdays, 
and in many towns the practice has been adopted. Reasons given for closing 
included shortage of staff, and the need to conform to the practice of other 
administrative departments. Reports from the American Memorial Library in 
Berlin and from the Offenbach municipal library showed Saturday issues to be 
the heaviest of the week. Most libraries affirmed that Saturday issue figures 
justified opening. The proportion of men and youths attending is also greater. 
Hours and length of opening varied greatly, but the most fruitful appeared to be 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Hours of library staff should conform as closely as possible to 
those of other departments, and staff should receive as many free Saturdays as 
possible. The author compares the results of his questionnaire with his own 
experience in Hanover. Book provision and the library’s relations with other 
cultural organisations are considered in the light of shorter working hours for 
the public. If it awakens public consciousness, the public library can become 
not merely an additional but an essential cultural institution. 


9370 Thoughts on the status of the public librarian, D. E. Davinson. 
Librarian, 47 (8) September 1958, 151-152. 


Although the status of university and special librarians is high this is not so in 
public librarianship. The increasing difficulty of professional examinations will 
not affect status whilst the public are unaware that professional certification is 
necessary. Library Association certificates might be displayed in libraries to 
offset this. Most readers see only the unqualified counter assistant as the librarian. 
Improved public relations at the counter or the removal of the counter itself to 
the library entrance hall might help to improve the librarian’s status. It is 
generally thought that a Library Association Public Relations Officer would help 
to improve status but, if so, it would be merely from the national angle. The 
onus is still on the local librarian. 


9371 Librarians in a technical age, Donald Davinson. Leabharlann, 17 (1) 
March 1959, 28-30. 


Their work includes collection, storage, correlation and exploitation of 
technical literature with especial emphasis on efficient and speedy literature 
searching. If national inter-library lending is to succeed, then it must be based 
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on an efficient local service. This should be organised through the public 
libraries rather than the technical colleges, because of the individual functions of 
the latter. The public libraries should therefore improve their technical coverage, 
aiming at a good collection of standard items for loan, leaving the specialised 
works to other special libraries. The public libraries in addition should serve to 
broaden the outlook of the technical man. 


9372 Mainly the ides of March : recent activities in Buckinghamshire, 
Gwenda Jones. County Newsl., (10) June 1959, 11-15. 


Included in this detailed 14 point plan of recent developments is the news that 
the new premises for the Marlow Branch Library were opened in April. 
Amersham is soon to have a new library and loan sanction has been approved for 
other branch extension and conversion work. New accommodation is being 
found at a number of service points, while the Bletchley area will have a mobile 
in the autumn. It is hoped that a new permanent H.Q. will be ready for 
occupation by the spring of 1961. 


9373 Herefordshire: one of the rural counties, A Shaw Wright. 
County Newsl., (19) June 1959, 8-11. 

With a fairly even distribution of population and an average of .1 — .2 persons 
per acre, geographical factors have been of particular importance in the develop- 
ments of the library service. A book boxes scheme was in operation from 1897 
until 1926 when District libraries serving both county and town (excluding 
independent authorities Hereford and Leominster) were inaugurated. After 
the war these were extended, a new HQ was taken over and four mobiles were 
put into service with intensive coverage. The county, with an expenditure of 
7/3d. per head, further maintains a School Library service and offers gramophone 
records, filmstrips and a photographic service. 


9374. Exmoor and its travelling library, J. Parfitt. County Newsl., (19) 
June 1959, 5-8. 

Exmoor was chosen as the first site of Somerset’s mobile library service in 
1951. Each month, travelling nine different routes, the mobile (with a Karrier 
Bantam chassis) covers 1,000 miles over difficult terrain. The Family Issue 
system is used ; tickets are filed according to the sequence of stops as the driver- 
librarian has little time for routine work. This and the fact that the HQ location 
index does not differentiate between mobile and Minehead branch books, causes 
delay in the request system. The mobile will hold 1,000v. (including 160 for 
children) and has a daily average of 340-360 issues. 


9375 Stirling : town and library, J. Robertson. SLA News, (34) March- 
April 1959, 10-12, 16. Photo. 


Stirling Town Council adopted the Public Libraries Acts in 1897 and in 1902 
Mrs. Andrew Carnegie laid the Memorial Stone for the building towards which 
her husband gave £7,000. The library was opened in 1904 and in 1935 the 
proposal to adopt open access was suggested but delayed by many hazards until 
modernisation took place between 1951-53. The original lending library became 
the children’s library ; the old reading room, the largest room of all, became the 
Home Fading Library. 
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9376 The librarian and the Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Maurice Line. 
Lib. World, 60 (708) June 1959, 263-264. 


Despite the plea made by Mr. Gardner in his article in the Lib. Assn. Ree. 
(January 1946), Citizens’ Advice Bureaux are not administered by public libraries. 
Simple enquiries are quickly satisfied—usually from Citizens’ Advice Notes 
and other reference books, but the dispensing of such information forms only a 
small part of the work of these bureaux, at most of which the volume of work 
would be too great for public libraries to tackle without either increasing staff, 
or curtailing the length of interviews. If the librarian wishes to make himself 
useful to his local C.A.B. he must be prepared to learn the trade of a social 
worker ; the most obvious service he can render is the arrangement and indexing 
of reference material. 


9377 Essenza e compiti di una biblioteca [Nature and functions of a 
library] G. Manfré. Parola, 42 (2) March-April 1959, 104-112. 


Popular libraries in Italy should resemble more closely those of the English- 
speaking countries, being brought under local government control, provided 
with recreational as well as instructive books and converted to open access. A 
room for lectures, films and recorded music should be provided as well as the 
library proper. The author, who is Bibliographical Superintendent for the 
Western Veneto, outlines minimum standards for space, furniture and stock and 
indicates costs for capital outlay and annual expenditure, including remuneration 
for a part-time librarian. These costs would be beyond the means of an area 
with an income of less than 100m. lire and provision for such areas should be 
through the provincial lending networks or through co-operation by adjoining 
authorities. 


9378 La difusion musical desde la biblioteca (una experiencia provincial) 
[The library as a centre of musical life (a provincial experiment)] Jose Antonio 
Perez-Rioja. Fontes Artis Musicae, 6 (1) 1959, 11-18. 

The author demonstrates from his own experience in Soria (pop. 20,000) 
how a public library equipped with audio-visual materials can develop musical 
taste in a small place, by means of carefully planned concerts with commentary 
(often filmed). An attempt is being made to collect local folk-songs, etc., which 
might otherwise be lost. 


9379 Auxiliary catalogues in the music library, Rudolph Tschierpe. 
Fontes Artis Musicae, 6 (1) 1959, 7-9. 

To serve readers adequately, the music librarian needs to supplement published 
reference works. The author has found useful thematic catalogues and indexes 
of titles, of songs, and of subjects, as well as analytical indexes of periodical 
articles. 


9380 Bibliotekfilmen Til alle som kan lese har fatt diplom |The library 
film Til alle som kan lese (To all who can read) has been awarded a diploma] 
Bok og Bibliotek, 26 (3) May 1959, 161. 

The Norwegian Institute of Productivity selected 15 out of 72 films portraying 
commercial and industrial life in Norway. Of these, Til alle som kan lese, 
produced by the State Library Inspectorate for the 1957 libraries’ propaganda 
week, has been awarded a diploma as an object lesson of a plain, clear and con- 
vincing film-plan. A copy has been purchased by the European Institute of 
Productivity in Paris and the text will probably be translated into other languages. 








178 LIBRARY SCIENCE ABSTRACTS 


9381 Reklamchef efterlyses ! [Wanted : Advertising manager !] 
Friedrich Ochsner. Biblioteksbladet, 44 (4) 1959, 254-256. 

In Sweden, very few public libraries have facilities for advertising in display 
windows or similar arrangements, and where such efforts are made, they 
frequently bear the mark of amateurship. A central advertising office headed 
by a librarian with some training in advertising would be the best solution to 
attain a higher level of library utilization. 


9382 Malm stadsbiblioteks musikavdelning [The music department of 
the Public Library of Malm6], Ingeborg Heintze. Biblioteksbladet, 44 (6) 1959, 
423-427. Photos. 


In August of 1958, the music department of the Public Library of Malm6 was 
opened to the public. It contains literature on music, 1,900 vols., 2,000 sheets 
and scores, 16 periodicals, and 850 gramophone records ; 200 of the latter are 
long-playing records, and as technical development continues, stereo recordings 
will be purchased. The card catalogue lists books, music, and recordings, with 
added entries for titles, artists, etc. The equipment for reproduction of music 
is of excellent quality with 3 electric record players, 12 ear-phones and a loud- 
speaker equipment which may be turned on to serve several different areas of 
the library building. The sum required to purchase this equipment, amounting 
to 18,000 Sw. kr., was furnished by the Friends of the Library. 


9383 Bokbuss i stad [The mobile branch library], Bianca Bianchini. Biblio- 
teket och vi, 11, 1959, 26-29. Photo, plan. 

In the Swedish city of Norrképing with its 90,000 inhabitants, a mobile branch 
library has been in operation since 1951. It is too expensive to maintain a branch 
library in a city district where the population is less than 20,000 ; in such places 
a bookmobile is preferable. From 31,000 in 1951, the bookmobile circulation 
in Norrk6ping increased to 93,500 in 1957. The total population gain during 
the same period was only 4,000. 


9384 Bokbuss i lanet [The mobile library in the county library service], 
Gunborg Nyman. Biblioteket och vi, 11, 1959, 9-25. 

Through the bookmobile the county library staff has an excellent means of 
reaching the small libraries and their readers far out in the rural districts. This 
type of service becomes more individual than the practice of sending boxes of 
books by regular means of transportation. Rural libraries, as a rule, have but 
small collections of books on special subjects, while the bookmobile, besides 
fiction, carries about 1,000 vols. of new titles on various subjects. As a means 
of library advertising the bookmobile is important, and therefore it should have 
an attractive exterior as well as a comfortably and efficiently planned interior. 
In the Swedish county of S6dermanland, three visits are made annually to most 
of its libraries, in most of the Swedish counties two annual visits are the rule. 
These trips have to be carefully planned to give optimal results. 


9385 Med bokbuss till Norrbottens skogshuggareliger [With the 
bookmobile to the lumber camps] Inga Strém. Biblioteket och vi, 11, 1959, 30-39. 

The Swedish county of Norrbotten covers an area of 40,500 sq. miles, or one 
fourth of the total area of Sweden. It is sparsely populated, however, so that 
before a bookmobile was introduced in 1950, book distribution was very difficult 
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to manage in remote places, where small villages, or mere lumber camps, more or 
less temporary, are found. The work in these districts is rewarding although 
quite strenuous as it offers many hardships due to cold weather and long and poor 
roads. A circulation increase from 11,285 in 1949 to 70,744 in 1957 is noted. 


9386 Bokralsbuss i Lappland [The book train] Kai Séderhjelm. Biblioteket 
och vi, 11, 1959, 40-47. Photos. 


The public library of Kiruna in northern Sweden started in 1950 extension 
service along the 144 km. of railroad to Riksgransen, the northernmost point of 
Sweden. The original trolley was soon replaced by a rail bus, and since 1956 a 
motor coach has taken over. The train library makes 9 trips a year and has an 
annual circulation of about 2,100 vols. The public library of Giaillivare- 
Malmberget started in 1957 a train library along the Gallivare-Kalixfors line 
(87km.), and the Swedish State Railways in co-operation with the county 
libraries of Umea and Lulea run a train once a month from Jokkmokk-Storuman 
(335 km.) and Storuman-Hoting (145km.). Due to the shortage of professional 
librarians, the public library of Kiruna has no bookmobile. Book deliveries to 
remote places in this sparsely populated district are made by all possible means: 
helicopter, reindeer pack transport, etc. 


9387 Biblioteket gar till sjéss [The library at sea] Elise Adelskéld. Biblio- 
teket och vi, 11, 1959, 48-58. Photos. 


In the two principal archipelagoes of Sweden, to the east that of Stockholm, 
and to the west that of Gothenburg and Bohuslin, floating libraries have been 
used with great success. As boats have to be rented for the purpose, trips have 
been limited to twice a year. On temporary shelves about 2,000 vols. may be 
placed ; additional supplies are taken along in boxes. Each trip takes about 
10-11 days, during which 60-65 places are visited. As the population is small, 
especially in the Stockholm archipelago, the number of books distributed in this 
way is modest, or 8,200 in 1957 in the Stockholm area, and 18,000 in the Gothen- 
burg area. The two book boats are very popular among the islanders, and they 
have aroused interest by the press and by TV, thus forming good library propa- 
ganda. Boat libraries are not inexpensive but they mean a great deal in breaking 
the isolation of the island readers. 


9388 Bokbil pa Gotland [The bookmobile on the island of Gotland] 
Thord Plaenge Jacobson. Biblioteket och vi, 11, 1959, 59-65. 


In the island county of Gotland, the county library at Visby is responsible for 
the classification and cataloguing of new books for the local libraries. This 
arrangement is greatly facilitated by a small station wagon, a DKW Kombi, 
which is used in a manifold capacity to transport books from the county library 
to the local libraries and back again, to circulate books from one local library to 
another, to transport county library staff to various parts of the county to keep 
in touch with local librarians, readers, and others, who are concerned with 
library activity, to transport visitors, who come for the purpose of giving lectures 
on books and related subjects, etc. To the rural communities this means a better 
utilization of the resources of the county library. 
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9389 The early school-district library in California, Ray E. Held. 
Lib. Q., 29 (2) April 1959, 79-93. Bibliog. 

A survey of the rise of the libraries based on the administrative area of the school 
district. The system had been adopted previously in the Eastern States and was 
followed in California with the difference that the funds for libraries and books 
were provided at state level without the requirement of local library taxation. 
These libraries were intended to be used by school pupils but allowance was 
made for adult usage on a subscription basis. Although they played no vital 
part in the development of public libraries in California the school-district 
library was a noteworthy attempt to take reading materials to remote and 
sparsely populated areas. 


9390 Who uses the public library and for what, Paul A. Noon. Aspects 
of Libnp., (19) 1959, 9p. 

Canton, Ohio, Public Library serves the city and Stark County, a population 
of 201,000. Up to 1954, this was predominantly a schools service. Following 
reorganisation, and five years’ purchase of basic material and publicity, issues 
rose by 59.4%, adult issues alone by 42%. The work of a typical Saturday, 
18 April, 1959, was examined. In the Adult Services Department, each bor- 
rower’s requests, the action taken and the borrower’s number were recorded; 
his occupation and background was later ascertained and typical examples are 
quoted. The Reference Library attendance numbered 663 and telephone 
queries 37; numerous examples with details of enquiry and enquirer are given. 


9391 Preparing the library’s performance budget, Katherine Laich. 
Calif. Lib., 20 (3) July 1959, 180-186. Bibliog. 

The performance budget methed of estimating expenditure in terms of man 
hours needed to perform the anticipated work pregramme is used in Los Angeles 
P.L. A work programme is made up for each new financial year and work 
units are based on the man-hour or statistical approach. When it was originally 
installed, the first step was compilation of a description of the library’s activities 
and sub-activities. Some sub-activities fall into categories where the work is 
unmeasurable and staff must be provided regardless of the number of work units 
to be performed. For all other sub-activities it was necessary to designate work 
units. In the catalogue department the work unit chosen for librarians was 
“titles catalogued” and for the clerks “volumes processed”, while in Central 
Library subject departments the unit was “questions asked”. In the public 
service departments work unit experience has not been as successful because 
only one unit can be selected for grouping staff. The needs of various depart- 
ments are presented in terms of backlog, of work they want to accomplish for 
which there is not the staff available. 


9392 A “Jesting Pilate” on ALA Standards for books, Chase Dane. 
Calif. Lib., 20 (3) July 1959, 157-160, 191. 

The author asks a number of questions which each librarian must answer for 
himself before he can achieve these standards in his own library. These relate 
to book selection objectives, readers’ needs, reading studies and budget limitation, 
interlibrary loans, interlibrary co-ordination in book selection, other forms of 
material than books, standard book selection aids, students’ textbooks, and the 
scope of the state library. 
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9393 Book selection by staff committee, Lester L. Stoffel. Illinois Libs., 
41 (5) May 1959, 319-321. 

Personal staff book reviewing is not practical. In one large library using staff 
reviewing, estimated cost for selection alone was $5.50 per title. At Oak Park 
P.L. professional staff are assigned specific subject areas. Book reviewing media 
are routed to the staff and weekly book selection meetings are held at which 
titles are introduced for discussion and recommendation within the framework 
of an established selection policy. A library which has no detailed book selection 
policy would find this method of book selection difficult. 


9394 Facts and problems about public libraries in USA, Irene Millen. 
Fontes Artis Musicae, 6 (1) 1959, 10-11. 

‘Adequate’ music collections in American libraries are practically confined to 
cities of over 100,000 population, and few of these make provision for scholarly 
research, though many have special music departments, with or without collec- 
tions of gramophone records. Some libraries sponsor lectures and concerts. 


9395 Students and the public library, Edith Bishop. Calif. Lib., 20 (3) 
July 1959, 178, 192. 

Students are a section of the public to be served by the public library. It is 
assumed that schools have instructed students in the use of such tools as ency- 
clopaedias, the catalogue, Reader’s guide and other indices. The public library 
should assist in finding these tools but not in providing the information required 
if this is readily available. It should work in close co-operation with the schools, 
personal contact being advisable, and some avenues of co-operation which are 
mentioned are selection and organizing of materials, techniques of reading 
guidance, work with community organizations, in-service training for teachers 
and stimulation of reading. 
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9396 Schiilerbiicherei und 6ffentliche Jugendbiicherei [The school 
library and the public library for young people] Willi Wendling. B. u. Bild., 
11 (6) June 1959, 243-247. 


Books should not be used solely for academic purposes, but to develop insight 
and critical ability, and to enable young people to reject the second-rate. With 
this aim, the work of school- and public libraries should be co-ordinated. The 
school cannot be expected to have a library on the scale of the young people’s 
department of a public library, so the awakening by the teacher of a child’s 
interest in good books must lead beyond the school library. This should also 
be the case with project work. The book is still the most effective tool for 
self-education, and the public library can continue to assist the school leaver. 
Forms of co-operation may vary, but the principal factor is that the school 
library should no longer be regarded merely as an isolated collection of books, 
but related to public library provision. 
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9397 Zusammenarbeit zwischen Schiilerbiicherei und 6ffentlicher 
Biicherei [Co-operation between school library and public library] Max 
Beier. B. u. Bild., 11 (6) June 1959, 248-251. 


In 1952 the Hilden municipal public library was given responsibility for the 
establishment and maintenance of the town’s school libraries. Equipment 
required was ordered in each school’s budget according to the recommendations 
of the chief librarian. Books were selected in consultation with the headmaster 
or a delegated teacher. Statistics of issues are kept. In the summer holidays 
stocks are replenished on a scale of one replacement per 75 issues (average life of a 
children’s book), up to a maximum stock of two volumes per child. Success 
depends largely on the enthusiasm of the school librarian, but in schools with 
more than 300 students (690 books) a special room is really needed, and the 
responsible teacher should be sufficiently relieved of teaching duties to enable him 
to devote adequate time to the library. With present shortage of space and 
teachers this is not possible. Assistance to the Realschule and Gymnasium is also 
given, but on a slightly different basis. Plans for a ‘school centre’ (combining 
three schools of different types) include a branch library building which will 
combine the services of school library and local children’s library. 


9398 Teaching the use of books to pupils in a secondary modern 
school, with particular reference to the third and fourth years, P. M. 
Cadge. Educ. Libs. Bull., (5) Summer 1959, 2-34. Bibliog. 


The author relates her subject to the aims of the secondary modern school. 
A systematic course seems to be necessary, but use of library tools must not 
become merely an academic exercise. Suggestions are given for a course on the 
basic skills required to use books (the book as a physical object, alphabetical order, 
the parts of a book, using reference books, acquaintance with the classification 
scheme and the catalogue.) The role of the teacher-librarian is described, with 
notes On equipment, finance, book selection, and general organization (including 
use of pupil librarians.) A scheme of work is given for a four-year course of 
training in the methods of study and the use of books. A section follows on 
“Encouraging Research” : a third-year scheme of work in social studies illustrates 
the use which can be made of topics for individual study. Finally, the author 
deals with reading for enjoyment, and liaison with the public library. The 
librarian should : (i) discover the children’s reading interests ; (ii) choose books 
likely to meet those interests and at the same time to refine their tastes ; (ai) 
devise methods to introduce the books to the pupils concerned.’ Methods of 
recording the nature and quantity of home reading are described. The article 
refers in detail to the situation at the Bloomsbury Secondary Modern Girls’ 
School, Birmingham (an 1873 building with annexe over a mile away.) 


9399 School libraries in India, N. C. Chakravarty. IASLIC Bull., 4 (2) 
June 1959, 51-56. 


Within the next 15 years compulsory free education will be extended to the age 
of 14 in India. This will involve a great increase in the number of schools. At 
present the provision of school libraries is inadequate, and a plan to train the 
32,000 librarians required is outlined. There is a brief description of the national 
organisations which should co-operate in a scheme to develop the school library 
service. 
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9400 The work of a teacher-librarian : Takapuna Grammar School, 
Mary Milne. N.Z. Libs., 22 (1) January-February 1959, 1-7. Illus. 


The building is briefly described. A separate N.Z. section is the main 
modification of DC. Small displays appeal to special interests, and a few shelves 
are devoted to such categories of fiction as sea stories. The library provides 
three services : (i) use by classes in their library periods ; (ii) use by Sixth forms 
in study periods ; (iii) the borrowing of books at lunch time and after school. 
Pupil assistants work regularly in the library, with one senior in charge of several 
juniors each day. In the year ending 29 November 1957 the library had 1,009 
potential borrowers and 6,997 books. The appointment of a full-time teacher- 
librarian can ensure training in library use, a more efficient reference service, 
and the building of a balanced collection. 


9401 School libraries in the USSR, Boris I. Govokhoff. Sch. Libs., 8 (1) 
October 1958, 12. 


Books for reading in class and home use supplement the curriculum along with 
teaching manuals, newspapers, pamphlets. These are provided from a state 
agency. Some unusual cataloguing is common, e.g. books are placed under the 
divisions : (i) works by Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin ; (ii) other decrees of 
the Communist Party ; (iii) other works by an author. Special illustrated 
catalogues are used. It is often the case that teachers in poor health are given 
full-time library posts in secondary schools. The function of the library is to 
educate the children in the spirit of Communism. Statistics are given. 


9402 A dream comes true, Glen Robinson and Evelyn Bianchi. Sch. Libs., 
8 (3) March 1959, 7-9. 


The library has now become an integral part of secondary schools. Teachers 
admit the importance of library skills but mention that they have been in- 
adequately taught at training college to make the best use of the library. Some 
subject teachers do not consider books helpful to their teaching. Facts are 
given of a study conducted by the Research Division of the National Educational 
Association in co-operation with the ALA, e.g. materials, recommendations, 
library instruction and staff co-operation. 


9403 Students and the school library, Elizabeth O. Williams. Calif. Lib., 
20 (3) July 1959, 179, 195, 198. 


The school library has assumed an essential place in the educational programme 
at all levels, and it has increased use of the public library. In order to make 
effective co-operation between school and public library the school librarian 
should see that the public library receives copies of courses of study and bulletins 
and is informed of new curriculum trends. Students should be instructed in the 
use of materials and library techniques, and manuals compiled to guide teachers 
in integrating library skills as needed with the class work. These manuals for 
different grades should be made available to the public librarian so that he will 
know the degree of skill expected of the student. Meetings for public and 
school librarians and teachers, and a written guide to better co-operation of 
school and public library, are suggested. 
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9404 Junior High School Libraries, Edna B. Ziebold. Sch. Libs., 9 (4) 
May 1959, 5. 

A library is becoming indispensable in a school because of (i) more use of 
multiple materials, (ii) increased awareness of individual differences, (iii) growing 
philosophy of the library as a learning laboratory. Teacher and librarian must 
co-operate towards a dynamic approach to the curriculum. Both have oppor- 
tunity for guidance and a challenge at this level. Pupils also get the enriching 
experience of being library helpers. , 


9405 The Junior High School Library as a learning laboratory, 
Frederick R. Cyphert. Sch. Libs., 9 (4) May 1959, 6-8. 

A library is needed when dealing with adolescents. In Kelley Junior High 
School reading and reference facilities make class teaching effective. In class a 
wide variety of material is used and groups and individuals are all busy with books. 
The method of approach is important and is more one of “problems to be solved’’ 
than of “content to be studied”. The librarian visits classes to discuss books and 
select suitable ones for the project in hand. Groups may leave the class to go to 
the library for further information. Outstanding work is displayed and students 
give reports on the methods of research and books used. The librarian keeps a 
record of each pupil’s interests to enable her to recommend books. The con- 
ference room adjacent to the library is well used for instruction and discussion. 


9406 Guidance through books, Virgil M. Howes. Sch. Libs., 9 (4) May 
1959, 9-11. 

The library is used to help adolescents solve their varied problems and to 
develop their insight and understanding. The librarian selects books for their 
reading level, interest level and content, classifies them into “problem categories’, 
annotates them and generally uses the “bibliotherapy” approach. A plan sheet 
for bibliotherapy and some books for guiding teenagers are given. 


9407 Co-operation of counselor and librarian, Helen F. Faust. Sch. Libs., 
8 (1) October 1958, 9-11. 

The librarian tells the counsellor of any readers needing personal help while 
the counsellor suggests special books for pupils she is helping. Some ideas 
are outlined which both persons should keep in mind when working with 
youngsters. (i) Young people have tremendous potential for change. (ii) 
Choice plays a large part in this change, e.g. can lead but not force. (iii) Con- 
sideration must be given to their search to understand themselves, their feelings 
and their objection to some adult reactions. (iv) Control is necessary but with 
friendliness and fairness yet firmness. 


9408 Book selection for school libraries, Olive C. De Bruler.  IIlinois 
Libs., 41 (5) May 1959, 345-349. 

The school librarian should have : (i) a statement of book selection policy 
for the individual school ; (ii) a clear statement of the basic principles of book 
selection ; (ili) a statement of general criteria and criteria covering books in 
special subject areas ; (1v) convenient access to standard book selection aids ; 
(v) ready access to statements of standards for the library book collection. The 
article includes a suggested subject distribution, a checklist of qualifications for 

ook selecting and a list of approved (American) selection aids for school libraries. 
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9409 The library - treasure-trove for art, Marian Cole and Mojelle Welch. 
Sch. Libs., 8 (3) March 1959, 16-17. 


Books in the arts and crafts are becoming popular and better produced. In 
art teaching supplementary material is required. Whole classes are taken to the 
library to do assignments and book reports must be produced in class. Single 
students come to the library for facts or pictures. The art class is split into three : 
(i) library study ; (ii) films ; (iii) practical work. Books are taken to class and 
are returned sometimes soiled but obviously well used. When used so much 
the stock must be good and selected in co-operation with the art staff who must 
in turn become familiar with the stock to give the best help to their pupils. 
Pupils can help by doing posters and arranging exhibits. 


9410 Using the library in High School mathematics, Albert E. Meder. 
Sch, Libs., 8 (3) March 1959, 10-13. 


Mathematics teachers normally make little use of the library only teaching 
mechanical ability. Mathematical insight and understanding should be cul- 
tivated to enable students to solve new and differing problems. Single textbooks 
are not enough and the library is useful to (i) keep teachers up to date, (ii) supply 
supplementary material, (iii) provide material for really bright students, (iv) help 
students busy on private projects, (v) kindle interest. 


9411 Let’s take music off the shelf, Eugene Troth. Sch. Libs., 8 (3) 
March 1959, 14-15. 


It is more difficult to encourage teachers than children to use the library. 
Teachers tend to concentrate on getting pupils to participate in music rather than 
teaching them about music. The library is useful for the latter. Topics for dis- 
play can be decided on by teachers and librarian and given a prominent place in 
the library. The library can publicize forthcoming concerts, TV recitals, new 
releases of records. Working parts of recording systems can be borrowed and 
displayed. A record collection could be built up with listening apparatus and 
musical scores and miniature scores could be collected. 


9412 Reading into the past, Daniel Zuckerman. Sch. Libs., 9 (4) May 
1959, 12-13. 

“World background of American history” is a topic used to encourage 
intensive reading and to show relations of books in an organised collection. The 
librarian talks about individual books and encourages pupils to read what they 
might have missed. List of books not found so easily in the chart of class numbers 
requiring attention is given, e.g. folklore, fiction and biography. Pupils give 
full reports on what they read. 


9413 Business education teachers use the school library, Sylvia Ziskind. 
Sch. Libs., 8 (3) March 1959, 18. 


The visits to the library of this department are specific and meaningful. Pupils 
are given a list of questions to answer from reference books. Each book is 
discussed later in class. Practice is given in use of some works examined in 
relation to their usefulness to the business world. Information is sought from 
the Reader’s guide to periodical literature. Each pupil is asked to read a relevant 
book and to report on it to the class. Supplementary material is constantly 
borrowed. 
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9414 Library service to children in Vancouver, Isabel McTavish. Brit. 
Columbia Lib. Q., 22 (4) April 1959, 3-9. 

The service began in 1908 with a collection of 289v. Today the central 
library, six branches, a bookmobile and several deposit collections in hospitals, 
playgrounds and camps cater for 35,000 children (70% of the total number of 
children) and from the 100,000v. over 1m. issues were recorded in 1956. As the 
result of a survey of school libraries made in 1924 it was recommended that there 
should be a changeover from textbook-centred to library-centred schools. It 
was also recommended that a Schools Department should be established in the 
Public Library but this was not realised until 1939. Classroom libraries were 
established and advice and practical help were given through the close co- 
operation of the library with the schools. Meanwhile the children’s service 
developed during the very difficult times of the Depression 1926-33. Story-telling 
began in 1921: a picture collection in 1927 now has over 13,000 sheets ; an 
intermediate collection for young adults in 1930 acquired a part-time librarian 
in 1938 and was attached to the adult lending library in 1945 but was discontinued 
when the library moved into its new building. In 1949 puppet shows were 
started with the main purpose of introducing children to the library and its books. 


9415 Ctendiské besidky v letnich pionyrskych taborech na Plzeiisku 
[Book talks in the Pioneer holiday camps] Marie Kulasov4. Knihovnik, 4 (5) 
1959, 150-151. 

The children’s department of the district library of Pilsen visited 12 holiday 
camps of the Pioneer organisation, which caters for boys and girls between 
8 and 14 years of age. Their programme included a puppet theatre, talks about 
books and authors and a book quiz. 


9416 Das Sachbuch fiir Jugendliche [Non-fiction for young people] 
Friedrich Andrae. B. u. Bild., 11 (6) June 1959, 256-262. 


The purposes of non-fiction may be summed up as follows : (i) to impart 
viewpoints and subject knowledge ; (ii) education in “the idea of the good” ; 
(iii) development of artistic and creative abilities ; (iv) to enable an active part 
to be taken in life by the imparting of experience and stirring-up of the imagina- 
tion, and formation of the personality through practical knowledge. A young 
person expects the public library to be able to provide material suited to his needs. 
One of these is the desire to escape from the narrow confines of his own life. 
The modern youth also seeks a pattern by which to live. These needs should be 
satisfied not by substitutes for life (escapist adventure stories and film-star idols), 
but by narratives of real achievement (invention, archaeology, space travel). 
Books for the 12-16 age group should be educationally valuable, suited to the 
outlook of young people, factually accurate, of literary value in its wider sense, 
and well-produced. 


9417 Some problems facing children’s librarians, W. H. Milner. Lib. 
World, 60 (702) December 1958, 87-89. 

The school and public libraries should be complementary and the children’s 
librarian must make every effort to put over to teachers the idea of co-operation. 
The child’s enthusiasm for television must be directed towards books and there 
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is no substitute for personal contact with teachers, parents and children. There 
is still a need for more children’s librarians and more men should be encouraged 
to take up the work. 


9418 The child and the public library, Elisabeth H. Gross. A.L.A. Bull., 
53 (4) April 1959, 287-288. 

From 1876, the responsibility of librarians for an understanding of children 
and their reading has been recognised. With the present emphasis on the 
scientific approach, the duty of the library towards the development of children 
as individuals and as a basis for stimulating intellectual achievement is noted. 


9419 Books and defense, Agnes Krarup. Junior Libs. (In Lib. J., 84 (4) 
February 15 1959, 1-3). 


The sum of knowledge in the world today doubles every 15 years and children 
must be prepared for this. There is enough advanced material in the humanities 
for the gifted child, but as he is already ahead of most adults in the understanding 
of science, are we giving him advanced enough science books to satisfy his needs ? 
Magnificent and readable science books are now being published even for the 
very young. Let gifted children use the adult stock freely. 


LIBRARY EXTENSION SERVICES 


9420 How are we to reach new readers : Greta Renborg. Lib. Assn. Rec., 
61 (8) August 1959, 191-193. 


Thanks to the winning of a £1,500 government bond prize, the Dalarna 
Library club undertook a field experiment to attract new readers in the province 
of Dalarna, Sweden. Book-programmes were staged in 40 of the 44 rural 
municipalities. The main objective was to attract non-readers in the rural 
districts, but programmes were also staged in the six cities of the provinces. 
Book talks ranged over a wide field of interests, and the main groups are outlined. 
Talks were invariably accompanied by book exhibitions ; slides and filmstrips 
were also used. Some programmes were specially designed to reach the teen- 
agers. The experiment resulted not only in increased use of the libraries but 
also in considerable publicity, in the press and elsewhere. During the winter of 
1958-59 the province of S6dermanland was the scene of asimilar project, this 
time financed by local and government authorities. 


9421 Great Books in retrospect and in profile : reporting on a survey 
of Great Books participants and speculating on its significance to 
libraries, Gordon G. Dupee. A.L.A. Bull., 53 (3) March 1959, 219-223. Illus. 


Adult group discussion on books is one of the ways of retaining library 
members after the peak reading age of 16. The Great Books organisation, 
including mainly the educated intelligentsia, promotes such discussions. Libraries 
need more of these groups, since in 1948, 1.8% of USA adults accounted for 95% 
of the visits to the public libraries. A plea is made for libraries to encourage 
these existing trends, rather than ignore what is already present in searching for 
possibly mythical broader bases. 
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LIBRARY ARCHITECTURE : Plans, furniture, lighting 


9422 Biblioteksbyggnader [Library buildings] Jan Wallinder. Dansk 
Bibliografisk Kontor. 1958. 78 p. Illus. (Laerebog i Biblioteksteknik, 4th ed. 
Vol. I). 


As the first volume of the 4th edition of the Library technique textbook for 
library students this book is issued printed in Swedish by the Swedish architect 
Jan Wallinder. The book which deals with library buildings and furniture as 
seen from a Scandinavian point of view starts with a historical survey followed by 
two main chapters about the planning of libraries and the division of the different 
rooms and a chapter about the library and the community. A selection of plans 
of different buildings from Sweden, USA, Denmark, Finland, Norway and 
Germany illustrates the text. Being more a description of the present situation 
than giving new ideas or expressing new viewpoints the book gives solid in- 
formation of value to both librarians and architects. 


9423 Haus der Bibliotheken Dortmund [The Dortmund library building] 
H. M. Meyer. Z. f. Bib. u. Bib., 6 (1) 1959, 37-44. Plans, photo. 

During 1943-1944 Dortmund Central Library was completely destroyed. 
A new building was proposed in 1953, and the first stage has now been erected. 
The library is described at length, and the account includes many detailed plans, 
and a photograph. 


9424 Lunds universitetsbiblioteks byggnadsfraga 1885-1957 [Lund 
university library’s building problems 1885-1957] Krister Gierow. Nord. Tid., 
46 (2) 1959, 47-65. Illus., plans. 


(Cf. LSA 8111). After more than 200 years’ existence, the university library 
building was stocked to capacity in 1885, though not until 1907 was a new build- 
ing finished. It was then thought that no further extension would be needed 
for 50 years, but in the 1930’s a book tower had to be added. After the war, 
plans were made to double the size of the library. Funds were granted by the 
Riksdag, and building commenced in late 1953. Including furniture, the new 
building cost 6,115,000 Sw. cr. It was constructed behind and with access to 
the old building, the whole now forming a complete block, including the book 
tower. There are 2,500 sq. metres of stack, 145 sq. metres for mss. storage, and 
630 sq. metres for newspapers. The underground stacks with Compactus 
shelving will house 200,000v. In the main and adjacent reading rooms are 
places for 200 students and research workers. Two new divisions : the medical 
central library and the course-literature library—are also housed in the new 
building. There are new staff rooms, work rooms, an internal telephone 
system, lifts and automatic carriers. 


9425 Als Bibliotheksdirektor bei den Vereinten Nationen: 
Tagebuchnotizen, 1 Teil [Librarian of the United Nations: extracts 
from a diary, part 1] Josef Stummvoll. Biblos 8 (2) 1959, 53-59. Illus. 

The author was invited to be librarian of the United Nations in New York 


for two years as from January 1959. This library is in a building formerly 
occupied by the City Council, and houses a staff of 90 from 24 countries. One 
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of the author’s first tasks was to bring into operation an air-conditioning plant 
on the ground floor, where books were being damaged by overheating. A 
final solution to this will be the building of new premises. The distribution of 
the departments is as follows : Ground floor - main library. First floor - reading 
rooms, lending and reference libraries, catalogues and advisory service. Second 
floor - complete collection of publications of the U.N. and its agencies. Third 
floor - Woodrow Wilson Memorial Library of League of Nations publications. 
Fourth floor - indexing of all U.N. publications. Fifth floor - administrative 
offices. Sixth floor - not yet at the disposal of the library. 


9426 The Library of Congress achieves maximum stack flexibility. 
Pioneer, 22 (3) May-June 1959, 10. Illus. 


Description of shelving used in the stack areas of the Library of Congress 
Annex. Vertical shelf supports are suspended from overhead beams and do not 
rest on the floor. They permit free circulation of air and facilitate floor cleaning 
and they may be removed quickly to release space for other uses. 


9427 Planning the new library : Universal-Cyclops Steel Corpora- 
tion Library [Bridgeville, Pa.] Elizabeth H. Kirchhof and Patricia J. Spina. 
Spec. Libs., 50 (2) February 1959, 72-77. Illus., plan. 

The library, originally conceived in 1954, was formerly housed above the 
research laboratories of the company. In 1956 a 34-year-old former storage 
building, 75 by 32 feet was allocated to the library, part to be used as conference 
rooms. An area of 32 by 22 feet was allocated for the conference rooms and 
24 by 32 feet for the library. Shelving for 5,000 volumes has been provided. 
Furniture and equipment in the library are of natural birch, the chairs being 
upholstered in seville green. The walls are apple blossom green. A work 
room, 20 by 12 feet, and a librarian’s office, 13 by 10 feet, are included. Acoustic 
ceilings are fitted throughout, with recessed fluorescent lighting. The floor is 
concrete faced with vinyl-asbestos tiles. The building is air-conditioned. 
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9428 International catalogue code, S. R. Ranganathan. Annals of Lib. 
Science, 6 (1) March 1959, 13-20. 

An International Conference on Cataloguing will be held in 1961, while in 
July 1959 a preliminary meeting will take place. The attempt at a Standard 
Catalogue Code is justified. The problems regarding standardisation at nine 
different levels are analysed. The problems are sorted out into those amenable 
to International Catalogue Code, National Catalogue Codes, and Local Catalogue 
Codes respectively. The possibility of by-passing many of the problems by 
promoting an International Standard for the supplement to the author statement, 
on the back of the title page, isshown. An appeal is made for international effort 
to continue making closer and closer approximation, until an agreed International 
Catalogue Code is reached. 
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9429 Ustiedni katalogizace a jeji souéasné problémy [Problems of 
centralized cataloguing] Josef Straka. Knihovnik, 4 (6) 1959, 181-184. 


Catalogue cards, published centrally by the National Library, are late in 
publication. Subscribers have to order the whole series which makes the service 
expensive and causes considerable wastage in some libraries. The author 
outlines the following plan for improvement : The National Library should 
supply all subscribers with a temporary duplicated author entry on the date of 
publication. The entries would be numbered consecutively and the numbers 
would be used when ordering printed entries for books in stock. In this way 
books could be put in use a long time before the printed entries are ready and 
yet the library would have a record of its complete stock. 


9430 H. W. Wilsons tryckta katalogkort, Biography Index och Book 
Review Digest [The printed catalogue cards, the Biography Index, and the 
Book Review Digest of the H. W. Wilson Co.] Lisa-Christina Persson. Biblio- 
teksbladet, 44 (3) 1959, 177-182. Illus. 

The article is a sequel to one previously published in the Biblioteksbladet, 43 (7) 
1958, 497-500. The cataloguing at the H. W. Wilson Company is very carefully 
prepared by means of preliminary slips and descriptive cards and so is the book 
selection, based on news items, the Kirkus reviews, advice from the New York 
Public Library and others, and finally, on the experience of two very well-read 
Wilson librarians. About .2,500 titles are catalogued every year, and the 
extremely careful work of three librarians and their clerical assistants has almost 
eliminated any errors. Sales, distribution, and subscription methods are 
efficiently organized, as are filing and storage. Two of the Wilson publications 
are regarded as being close to the Cumulative Book Index in importance, the 
Biography Index and the Book Review Digest. The latter has great value not only 
for book selection but also for cataloguing. 


9431 The use of A7 standard size library cards, J. H. Snellen van 
Vollenhoven. Unesco Bull., 13 (1) January 1959, 8-10. Diagram. 


Modern methods of communication and increased co-operation mean that 
more copies of cards are needed and both standardization and easy and cheap 
reproduction are necessary. The international library size (3 x 5 inches or 75 x 
125 millimetres) presents difficulties. The standard (American) letter-size paper 
(83 x 11 inches or 216 x 280 millimetres) or European DIN A4 size (8} x 113 
inches or 210 x 297 millimetres) can be folded to produce 8 cards of ap- 
proximately the same size. A sheet of duplicating paper takes two columns 
of four cards each and when a typewriter with a small type (Elite’ type) is used, 
the same amount of text can be typed as on a card of international library size. 
Thin paper can be used without sagging and more cards can be placed in one 
filing cabinet. The introduction and application of A7 size cards is discussed. 


9432 The cataloguing of Arabic books, G. R. Tibbetts. Lib. Q., 29 (2) 
April 1959, 113-132. 

An outline of the problems facing the author in attempting to classify and 
catalogue the Arabic library in the University of Khartoum and correlating the 
Arabic works with a large library of European books (mainly in English). 
Although all books on a specific topic were shelved together, whether in Arabic 
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or European languages, separate catalogues for books in Arabic and those in 
European languages were used. Problems discussed include (i) the complexity 
of Arabic authors’ names ; (ii) filing catalogue cards ; (iii) the correlation of the 
Arabic and European catalogues ; (iv) difficulties of using two systems of 
classification (Bliss in general and a special scheme for Arabic literature). A 
summary of the relevant rules devised at Khartoum for the cataloguing of Arabic 
books follows the article. 


9433 Indic names in westernised form: problems and suggested 
solutions, Benoyendra Sengupta. IASLIC Bull., 4 (2) June 1959, 57-63. 


The numerous dialects of India gave rise to several local variants of the same 
name. The British Museum rules for dealing with the problem are considered 
to be not entirely satisfactory, and nine suggested rules are given, dealing with 
transliteration and entry words. 


9434 Stand und Zukunft des Sachkataloges [Place and future of the 
subject catalogue] Ludwin Langenfeld. B. u. Bild., 11 (8-9) August-September 
1959, 358-369. References. 


Do German libraries present their resources adequately ? There are many 
examples of good catalogues, but they are nearly all special subject catalogues, 
and useful as they are, these do not give a total picture of the bookstock. What 
sort of key will present the relationship of all themes and subject fields ? In 
short, is a complete catalogue feasible ?_ A basic catalogue either covers all fields, 
perhaps selectively, or one field exhaustively. No basic general catalogue of a 
model character related to public library stocks is in existence. Such a catalogue 
should be produced by co-operative enterprise, and be arranged by the ASB 
(Allgemeine Systematik fiir Biichereien) classification. 


9435 Die Dresdener Fachkataloge [The Dresden subject catalogues] 
Charlotte Boden. Z. f. Bib., 73 (1) 1959, 9-17. Bibliog. 


In 1927 the re-organisation of the National Library of Saxony made it possible 
to start a new shelf-list, and to compile for the first time a purely subject catalogue. 
An attempt by Trebst to work out a scheme of analytical subject headings from 
first principles was abandoned ; but his successors, a committee of Faass, Frieser 
and Jammers, with convenience rather than logic as their guide, completed the 
task by 1932. The result has been a well-co-ordinated subject catalogue, having 
a minimum of confusing guide-cards, and comparable to a good book-index, 
which has stood the test of thirty years’ use. The librarians of the Technical and 
Commercial Colleges of Dresden, both trained in the National Library, have, 
since 1950, catalogued their libraries by the Faass method, with some modifica- 
tions. 


9436 Standardization in film cataloguing, David Grenfell. J. of Doc., 15 
(2) June 1959, 81-92. 

An outline of the problems attendant on film cataloguing and a plea for the 
definition of terms used and the standardization of cataloguing practices. 
Appendix A lists selected terms requiring definition and suggests abbreviations 
for use in collation. Appendix B lists definitions of selected terms from general 
cataloguing practice and specifically relating to film cataloguing. 
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9437 The cataloguing and classification of ciné film at the Royal 
Aircraft Establishment, G. Crowther. Aslib Proc., 11 (7) July 1959, 179-187. 
Illus. 

Two types of film are dealt with. (i) Films covering experiments and im- 
portant routine tests are first sent to the department concerned for analysis, and 
then returned to the library for filing. (ii) Assemblies of composite film are 
stored as individual stock shots, with a catalogue card for each shot. Classifica- 
tion is by UDC. Identification of repetition of tests is achieved by a combination 
of location number, edge numbers, and test number, together with a summary 
within a special classification number. A classified catalogue has a simple main 
entry, giving all necessary information. It consists of a main classified sequence 
and nine indexes (aircraft, arranged by manufacturer then aircraft ; missile ; 
departmental ; author, i.e. commentator ; numerical ; title ; subject ; aircraft, 
arranged by make ; edge number - the last three indexes do not contain unit 
entries). 


9438 Labour awards and documentation. Depth classification 31, 
N. K. Goil. Annals of Lib. Science, 6 (1) March 1959, 1-12. Bibliog. 

The documentation work for organising literature on labour awards is 
examined. The development of Indian labour awards and the machinery for 
implementing them are shown, and the sources where labour awards are reported 
are enumerated. The application of postulational approach in classification is 
illustrated, and the Colon Classification and the UDC are compared and the 
advantages of using the CC are shown by a concrete example. Some problems 
in cataloguing and the types of entries to be provided to meet the likely approaches 
of readers are examined. The structure, featuring and production of documenta- 
tion lists are described, and problems for further study are isolated. 


9439 Il catalogo del fondo cartografico della Querini-Stampalia di 
Venezia [The catalogue of the map collection of the Querini-Stampalia 
Foundation in Venice] Giorgio E. Ferrari. Accad. e Bib. d'Italia, 27 (1-2) 
January-April 1959, 85-90. 

A review of the Catalogue of 157 pages edited by Giuseppe Mazzariol in 1959, 
and also notes on method of publication and a list of a few similar publications 
which have appeared in the past. 


9440 Cataloging and classification of medical library materials, 
1946-56. Ten years of progress and problems. I. Cataloging, 
Harold Bloomquist. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 47 (1) January 1959, 28-47. 70 
references. 

The first half is devoted to a detailed consideration of the perennial problem 
of medical subject headings. The postwar developments, stemming mainly 
from the re-organisation of the Army Medical Library following the 1944 
Survey, are intensively examined, with the implicit conclusion that the common 
ground of headings for books and periodical articles is perhaps broader than has 
been generally believed. Next, the pros and cons of simplified cataloguing 
principles as applied to medical libraries are discussed, and this is followed by a 
consideration of the catalogue from the points of view of the reader and the 
library staff. Union catalogues and co-operative ventures are next described, 
and finally, one or two miscellaneous aspects of cataloguing. 
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9441 Le classement par incipit musicaux: histoire d’un catalogue 
[Classifying by musical incipit] Nanie Bridgman. Bull. bib. Fr., 4 (6) June 1959, 
303-308. Illus. 

Cataloguing by musical incipits provides the only direct way of indexing the 
subject, and in identifying anonymous early works it is an essential. There have 
been many proposals for thematic indexes for various composers or periods, 
such as that of Koller in Germany for folk-music and 15th cent. polyphonic 
music. Since 1942 the Bibliothéque Nationale has worked on a catalogue of 
vocal and instrumental music copied or printed, to 1800. The system, by 
musical incipits, is similar to Koller’s. The incipit is noted on a card, and the 
upper part converted into letters, following the Guidonian system, ignoring 
accidentals and rhythm. This had the drawback of separating transpositions of 
the same work, so various modifications have been made to avoid this. A 
central catalogue was proposed but did not materialise, and international dis- 
cussions failed to agree on standardising the system. 


9442 A union thematic catalogue of 18th century symphonies, Jan La 
Rue. Fontes Artis Musicae, 6 (1) 1959, 18-20. 

The author began this catalogue in 1954 in an attempt to clear up the con- 
fusion of mistaken attributions in 18th century music. It is in two parts, an 
alphabetical composer catalogue and a locator file, the latter arranged under an 
ingenious system which can locate a given incipit in 30 seconds. 


9443 Thoughts on library classification in retrospect and in prospect, 
W. C. Berwick Sayers. Lib. World, 60 (706) April 1959, 206-212. Bibliog. 

The use of classification by librarians for books on shelves is now being 
challenged. DC had and has an unsurpassed validity in this respect, and much 
of B.N.B.’s acceptability as a central cataloguing service rests on its wide 
prevalence. Knowledge of the faceted classing methods has been of great 
importance in B.N.B.’s classing. DC revision rests on willingness of the public 
to buy what it uses and wants. Sayers’ first paper on Some principles of classification 
based on Richardson, Dewey, Jast and Jevons, was read in 1907. His early 
“principles”, an amalgam of received ideas, were challenged by Wyndham 
Hulme. The Library of Congress and B.N.B. confirm the vogue for DC and 
may be the main forces against the new bibliographical schemes using facet and 
other analytic and connective devices. Bliss’s contribution to classification rests 
on two common principles. His discovery of the accurate collocation of subjects 
has influenced later and much contemporary classification study. The Age of 
Ranganathan has brought the Colon Scheme which closely resembles Brown’s 
Subject Classification. Its methods have been used by the growing classification 
needs of special libraries. For a long time, established libraries must be con- 
strained to use accessible enumerative schemes. The main problems for the 
future lie in the discriminating in complex masses of material the “like” references, 
and recording them so that the references can be assembled speedily and 
economically. 


9444 Gliederungsprinzipien systematischer Kataloge. [Principles of 
arrangement in classified catalogues) Gerhart Lohse. Z. f. Bib. u. Bib., 6 (2) 
1959, 94-104. Bibliog. 

Some considerations on vertical arrangement (UDC), horizontal arrangement 
(University Library, Munich), and systems mid-way between the two (A.S.B.— 
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General Classification for Libraries—and Hartwig’s Catalogue). The subject 
“mining”, a well-established discipline, is used to illustrate the efficacy of the 
systems. Some disadvantages of extensively subdivided schemes are demon- 
strated by references to the twenty-one places for “dust” in UDC 


9445 The Dewey Decimal Classification, edition 16, E. J. Coates. Lib. 
Assn. Rec., 61 (8) August 1959, 187-190. Table. 


The 16th edition of Dewey is an improvement on the previous full-size 
edition, the 14th: it shows greater awareness of the difficulties which face 
classifiers, and it provides 134 completely new relocations. But these relocations 
are nearly all minor ones, and many new subjects are merely listed without 
being assigned specific numbers. Separation of related headings, inverted 
subordination and the confusing application of Form Divisions are further 
drawbacks. Three factors have impeded beneficial change in the DC : the so- 
called ‘integrity of numbers”, the inability of the notation to accommodate 
new concepts, and the reliance on the dictionary catalogue, in U.S. libraries, to 
provide the helpful order and specification lacking in DC. A sample of 15 class 
numbers indicates a small overall gain in specific placings, as compared with the 
14th edition. (See also Dewey Decimal Classification edition 16 : a review, 
Lionel R. McColvin. Librarian, 47 (9) October 1958, 161-164). 


9446 A decimal system of legal classification, E. B. Simmons. Law Lib. 
J., 52 (2) May 1959, 112-126. 

This is a sketch and not a definitive classification of the categories of English 
law. The use of a decimal system is a convention to achieve tidiness and easy 
internal comparison. It is unreal. The fundamental divisions of the law appear 
to be three : public law (relations between state and subject) : private law 
(relations between subject and subject) and international Jaw (between state and 
state). The decimal families are : 000 General, 100 Constitutional law, 200 
Administrative law, 300 Criminal law, 400 Persons, 500 Obligations, 600 
Property, 700 Conflict of laws, 800 international law, 900 Legal history. These 
families and many of the genera and species are discussed. A detailed schedule 
forms the appendix. 


9447 Cataloging and classification of medical library materials, 
1946-1956. Ten years of progress and problems. II Classification, 
Harold Bloomquist. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 47 (2) April 1959, 144-164. 91 
references. 

Shows the use of the various medical classifications in libraries all over the 
world, and continues with an analysis of users’ criticisms and comments on the 
principal schemes, and a description of some which are relatively little known. 
After considering the practicability of a universal scheme, goes on to discuss the 
pros and cons of “broad” and “‘close’’ classification, during which the point is 
made that “the broad interdisciplinary view” required by some subjects (such 
as psychiatry) is impossible in existing medical classifications. “Experts might 
well consider the interrelationships of disciplines from the standpoint of literature 
classification .. . If classification in a subject area becomes impossible or un- 
satisfactory due to a traditionally assumed pattern into which the subject is 








CATALOGUING, CLASSIFICATION, INDEXING, ABSTRACTING 195 


forced, perhaps basic interrelationships should be examined.” Finally, the author 
mentions the current popularity of “time-categories”’, i.e. segregating the older 
or less-used material in groups by chronological periods, or reserving the classifica- 
tion scheme for books later than a certain date. 


9448 Indexing a personal reference file, William A. Wilkinson. Spec. 
Libs., 50 (1) January 1959, 16-18. Illus. 


One of the services the special library can provide is advice on personal filing 
problems. At the Monsanto Chemical Co., St. Louis, the Co-ordinate Index 
is advocated. Three 8 x 5 inch slips are used. Bibliographic informarion, 
and an abstract, if desired, are noted on form 1. If tables or graphs are required, 
form 2 is used. Form 3 is similar to that used in most manual co-ordinate 
indexes. Each reference is given a file number. The slips are filed in binders. 
Reprints, drawings, etc. can be indexed by this means, as well as references for 
which no reprint is held. The reprints can be filed in file number order. Two 
years’ experience has shown that the system is well suited to the needs of the 
personal file. It is very flexible; new subject interests are readily incorporated. 
Code books, sorting and punching machines are not necessary. 


9449 Why make your own indexes: F. Newby. Aslib Proc., 11 (4) 
April 1959, 108-109. 


A ‘domestic’ index, while it may consume much time and trouble, has this 
advantage over a professional index, that it can cater for particular needs and be 
kept more up-to-date. 


9450 Adaptation of co-ordinate indexing system toa general literature 
and patent file : machine posting, Shirley Jane Weinstein and Raymond J. 
Drozda. Amer. Doc., 10 (2) April 1959, 122-129. 


The application of co-ordinate indexing to a collection of 5,000-7,000 miscel- 
lanecous documents. The Uniterm system is described together with the 
Statistical Tabulating Corporation method of machine posting and searching. 


9451 Swedish Newspaper Index on microfiche, P. van der Plas. Micro 
Lib., 2 (1) 1959, 7-8. 


In 1947, the co-operative library services in Sweden, Bibliotekstjanst, started 
a monthly index of important cultural articles from 70 leading newspapers, 
each issue containing about 2,000 articles covering 23 subjects. Because of the 
frequent difficulty experienced by people wishing to refer to the originals, the 
International Documentation Centre in Stockholm now records these articles on 
to 9 x 12 cm. microfiche, each containing about 50 articles. About 600 micro- 
fiches (the capacity of a one-foot drawer) are issued per year, and the title of each 
contains the recorded catalogue headings. 
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9452 New program for indexing at the National Library of Medicine, 
Seymour I. Taine. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 47 (2) April 1959, 117-123. 


The Current List of Medical Literature has for 9 years been the only satisfactory 
index to current medical articles. It indexes about 110,000 articles in over 
1,600 journals annually, with a time-lag of less than 6 months for 56% of them. 
The tri-sectional arrangement of citations and subject and author indexes makes 
reference-searching a tedious process, and although it offers reasonable economy 
in production costs it introduces bottlenecks in the production process which set 
a limit to the minimum time in which a copy can be produced. After several 
years’ research, the National Library of Medicine has devised a process over- 
coming many of these drawbacks. The basis is a unit citation entry which will 
appear under subject headings and the names of principal authors. Full biblio- 
graphical details will be given, but titles in foreign languages will be cited in 
translated form only. The coverage of the Current List will gradually be in- 
creased to about 180,000 articles annually, to fill present gaps in the coverage of 
significant material in Oriental languages. These changes will be achieved by 
the use of IBM punched cards typed on a Justowriter machine, and the copy will 
be photographed by a Recordak Listomatic camera. From January 1960, 
12 monthly issues will appear, consisting of separate author and subject indexes. 
An annual cumulation will be issued as a separate service. [Since this article 
appeared, further details have been given in the National Library of Medicine News 
for August 1959. The new monthly index will be called the Index Medicus and 
will be distributed by the Government Printing Office. The annual cumulations 
will be distributed by the American Medical Association under the title Cumulated 
Index Medicus, in place of the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus which ceased 
publication with vol. 60 (July-Dec. 1956). Only the Current List will be available 
to fill the bibliographical gap between the last volume of the Q.C.I.M. and the 
new Cumulated Index Medicus.—Abstracter’s note.] 


9453 Individual abstracts versus bulletins, W. R. Moss. Aslib Proc., 11 
(4) April 1959, 102-105. 

The use of abstracts and bulletins in laboratories is briefly but very thoroughly 
examined, and useful suggestions are made for improvement. 


9454 Abstracts in Chemical Abstracts of articles and “Letters to the 
Editor” from Physical Review, Gerald M. Petty. Amer. Doc., 10 (2) 
April 1959 144-150. 

A survey of the promptness of publication of abstracts using a sample covering 
parts of the years 1936, 1946, 1956. It is based on records kept by an abstracter. 
Chemical Abstracts methods of editing and compilation are described. 


DOCUMENTATION : General 


9455 La tecnica sociale dell’informazione [The social technique of 
information] Francesco Fattorello Saggi e studi di pubblicistica, 9th series 
(1st and 2nd half-year) 1957, 1-7. 

Information concerning contingent events is represented by a particular 
relation between two main terms: the receiver and the sender. By different 
means, the latter communicates the news to the former. They must both be 
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considered subjects, because both are interpreting subjects, as the sender does 
not communicate a fact or a thing, but the “‘form”’ he gives to the fact or to the 
thing ; and the receiver interprets this “form”. The author summarizes this 
relation in the formula : 
M ( = means) 
Sp ( = sender) Sr ( = receiver) 
O ( = opinion, that is, the “form” of a fact). 


=_— 


9456 Metodika provadéni literarniho prazkumu_ [Methods of biblio- 
graphical research] Ladislav Kofnovec. Knihovnik, 4 (6) 1959, 174-180. 


The groups for scientific, technical and economic information (VTEI) provide 
bibliographical research by qualified staff on written application from scientists 
and technicians. The bibliographical research worker discusses the problem in 
question with the scientist and compiles a bibliography. The first draft is sent 
to the scientist for comments and together they plan further development of 
the research. A copy of the resulting bibliography is filed by the group together 
with a detailed report about the sources consulted. The research worker’s duty 
is limited to compiling the bibliography, he does not have to, arrange loans of 
the material included in it. The article gives a full list of the sources which 
should be consulted during the search. It includes, among others, Chemical 
Abstracts, Nuclear Science Abstracts, Engineering Index and IOTA. 


9457 Productivity drive and documentation, S. R. Ranganathan. 
Annals of Lib. Sci., 5 (4) December 1958, 132-137. 


Productivity and documentation are defined. Shows the part to be played 
by documentation in the industrial enterprises today. Marks out the area of 
documentation in industrial processes. Refers to the fundamental work done 
in India, such as facet analysis, zone analysis, and chain procedure, which now 
form the basis of the research in the techniques of documentation in the inter- 
national plane and describes the aims and objects of the Indian National Scientific 
Documentation Centre, which are essentially to increase productivity. 


9458 The Technical Liaison Service, Scottish Council (Development 
and Industry), Christopher Macrae. Aslib Proc., 11 (5) May 1959, 134-137. 


After an exploratory probe 1955-56, it was decided that a definite improvement 
could be effected in communications between Scottish industrial companies and 
sources of information. The Technical Liaison Service, after only five months’ 
existence, has made existing information better known, and put firms with 
problems in contact with the right sources. 


9459 Theoretical problems in agricultural documentation, E. Pataky. 
Q. Bull. IAALD., 4 (2) April 1959, 81-85. 

A summary of a paper which appeared as Proceedings of the Hungarian 
National Agricultural Library and Centre for Documentation, 1 (1958). The 
agricultural sciences form a complex network of relations within and without 
the field of agriculture. Agricultural documentation is mainly concerned with 
serving experimentation and less with agricultural production. Thus promptness 
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is not a primary requirement of documentation services. The accelerated rate 
of development in agricultural sciences during the last few decades means that 
documentation is essential if access to the literature is to be readily available. 
Requirements are : materials and what to select ; functions and how to dis- 
seminate and retrieve information ; international tasks to be solved by the docu- 
mentalist. In small countries in particular, a network of agricultural documenta- 
tion should be centrally organised and reach down as far as the level of agricul- 
tural research institutes. Translation presents many problems especially that of 
the relative importance of languages of the smaller countries and also the effective 
use of universal scientific agricultural literature for national purposes. Docu- 
mentation in socialist countries seems to be better organised in promoting the 
agricultural progress of the whole country. The work of documentation bodies 
is surveyed together with more detail about the work done in Hungary and the 
plans for future development. 


9460 International co-ordination and co-operation of documentation 
services, exemplified by building documentation, Dan Fink. Tid. f- Dok., 
15 (4) 1959, 37-43. (In English). 


The annual sum of recorded knowledge in all fields of intellectual activities has 
increased enormously since World War II and will further increase as China, 
India and other countries develop their intellectual potency. The need to 
establish and/or improve intellectual communication is consequently urgent. 
In many countrics the documentation agencies of the various professions have 
established national societies to deal with theory and principles, as well as training 
in documentation. 29 of these societies form together FID. In building 
documentation a supplementary form of direct international co-operation has 
been created through The International Council for Building Research, Studies 
and Documentation (CIB). Scientists in general regard documentation as a 
fairly simple problem, as they are familiar with different forms of horizontal 
communication at their own level. In all professions and trades, and in the build- 
ing industry far more than in other industries, the most important problem is to 
establish vertical paths of communication for the imparting and transfer of 
knowledge from scientists to specialists at other levels, and further, to the foremen. 
and workmen in the factories. CIB studies the problems and recommends ways 
and means for this vertical transmission of knowledge and for the horizontal 
dissemination at the various specialist levels. 





9461 Sources of technical information—where to find the answers, 
A. W. Englefield. Electrical Supervisor, 39 (3) March 1959, 59-61. 


The particular field taken is that of electrical engineering and the essence of 
the article is contained in the four tables : 1. Useful reference works for the 
electrical engineer (12 items). 2. Some public libraries with specialised collections 
in electrical engineering subjects (25 ; England only). 3. Examples of local 
co-operation schemes (Birmingham ; Coventry; CICRIS; Luton). 4. 
Principal British sources of information on electrical engineering and allied 
subjects (26 sources: subject; source ; address; other subjects covered ; 
remarks). The text elaborates on the tables, briefly covering, in turn, technical 
periodicals, reference works, public libraries, company libraries, sources in 
London, Government sources, and the principal sources listed in table 4. 
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9462 Co-ordination of documentation : the problem met in writing 
a history of the industry, L. John Mayer. Aslib Proc., 11 (1) January 1959, 
17-19. 


In the author’s research into the furniture trade, he found three main groups of 
sources at his disposal. (i) Solid history was readily available, in the form of 
actual furniture, tools and equipment. (ii) Personal narratives he recorded on 
tape. (iii) For books, manuscripts and photographs the Furniture Group of Aslib 
provided locations, and the British Museum, County Record Offices, the 
Colindale newspaper library, and local firms proved particularly useful. 


9463 Industrial designs and trade marks : their history, development, 
and protection, Christopher G. A. Yate Johnson. Aslib Proc., 11 (5) May 
1959, 127-133. 

Design in the U.K., lacking as it does the showmanship and appearance of its 
American counterpart, has difficulty in proving its undoubted excellence and 
efficiency. Useful hints and procedures are given on the copyright of design 
and trade marks, information being provided on how to ascertain the novelty of 
a proposed trade mark, how to apply for registration, Trade Mark Agents, the 
Stationers’ Hall Registry, etc. 


9464 Card-form publications in medicine and related fields, Jane M. 
Fulcher. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 47 (1) January 1959, 48-53. 


Many publishing organisations have tried to meet the demands of medical 
readers for up-to-date information in cumulating form by issuing this informa- 
tion on index cards. Most of these projects have failed to achieve the popularity 
one might expect, because of the time required for filing the cards, and the cost 
of the necessary filing cabinets. A questionnaire answered by 35 libraries showed 
that 25 preferred the journal form of issue, compared with 4 which preferred 
cards, and 2 which wanted both. The article ends with a list of 73 such pub- 
lications. [Copies of this list, with annotations, are obtainable gratis from the 
National Library of Medicine—Abstracter’s note]. 


9465 The translating industry, Rhys Matthews. Aslib. Proc., 11 (3) March 
1959, 64-76. 


In tracing the history of translating from the stage when the writer did his 
own translation, later considering service as a luxury, the modern trend is 
discovered to be towards full-scale cover-to-cover translation. The advantages 
are that a worker in a specialised field could subscribe to a translated version of 
any leading periodical, that competition would lead to a higher quality and 
denser concentration of material, and that there would be the possibility of 
selection. On the other hand, there would be an increase in the mass and cost 
of literature. Alternative solutions are for scientists to learn languages, and to 
have more abstracting services, but there are objections to both of these 
suggestions. Machine translation is not the answer, for rough translations are 
no good. Professional standards must be established for translators. 


9466 Mechanical translation of languages, Emile Delavenay. Unesco Bull., 
13 (5-6) May-June 1959, 105-109. Bibliography. 

The present research objective is to achieve accurate and grammatically correct 
mechanical translation of scientific discourse. The operative principle is the 
identification of the word fed into the machine with another stored in a ‘memory’, 
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in this context, an electronic dictionary. When a word is invariable in form and 
can mean only one thing, its correct translation is found automatically at the 
instant of identification. But many problems arise regarding inflection, poly- 
semia, terminology and syntax. These are discussed with reference to the work 
of American and Russian research teams. An inventory of knowledge, and 
classification of concepts and words will be necessary to compile ‘micro’ or ‘idio’ 
glossaries. It must also be shown if costing rates are economic. A mechanical 
translation unit could be an unequalled tool for the work of indexing and retrieval, 
and open the way to more accurate use of ordinary language. 


9467 Transliteration of Russian, Gregory Razran. Science, 129 (3356) 
24 April 1959, 111-113. Table. 

Any system of transliteration should convey to the reader, as closely as possible, 
the phonetic value of the transliterated text. This is best achieved by the mini- 
mum use of extra marks and extra letter combinations, and when only one 
uniform system exists. Currently used systems do not conform to these require- 
ments but can be made to do so. A complete and uniform transliteration from 
Russian into English is given in a table. 
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9468 Teleconsultas em bibliotecas [Telereference in libraries] Manuel 
Lopes de Almeida. Arquivo Bib. Port., 4 (15-16) July-December 1958, 204-206. 

In February 1958 a system of television was installed in the library of Michigan 
University in order to permit remote consultation of the catalogues, thus saving 
the many dependent libraries the expense of duplicate catalogues. This involved 
the services of an engineer, a trained operator, two mathematicians, a librarian, 
and a supervisor of the service whose experience covered both electrical engineer- 
ing and administration, together with the co-inventor of the system, Dr 
Robert E. Machol. The intending viewer asks by telephone for certain cards of 
the central catalogue and the librarian at the central library puts the drawer 
containing these cards in front of the camera. The viewer controls the move- 
ment of the cards by a switch. The screen shows first the first card in the 
drawer and the rest follow at intervals of one second. They can be stopped for 
closer examination, and, if necessary, the process can be reversed or a new drawer 
obtained. The librarian sees the operation on another screen and can intervene 
with advice. As yet it is not possible to estimate the financial saving especially 
as the initial outlay was heavy. The system makes the entire catalogue available 
to any library connected to the circuit however distant. It is further discussed in 
The university of Michigan. Final report. Application of a telereference system to 
divisional library card catalogs. A feasibility analysis, by F. R. Bacon and others. 
Council on library resources, Washington, D.C., May 1958. 


9469 La microcopie en France dans les bibliothéques et centres de 
documentation [Microcopying in France] Bull. bib. Fr., 4 (4) April 1959, 
161-182 ; 4(5) May 1959, 229-248. 

Microcopying has been established in France for 25 years. The results are 
given of an enquiry into its use by leading French libraries and a selection of 
centres of documentation The replies of the Bibliothéque Nationale are among 
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those quoted. In 1958 its photographic service produced 700,000 microfilm 
images ; 50% of its clients were foreigners. Its film library possesses 8,360 reels 
of film. An agreement between the Association for the conservation and 
photographic reproduction of the press and the Bibliothéque Nationale means 
that microfilms of periodicals are deposited at the B.N. Among replies from 
other major libraries are those of the Archives de France, where microfilm is 
used a great deal but in a complementary capacity and never as a replacement 
for the original documents. From a list of 2,000 centres of documentation, 
172 are able to cope with microcopying requests. Questions of standardisation 
and technical research are also dealt with. 


9470 Production and use of microcopies, K. S. Nagarajan. Annals of Lib. 
Sci., 6 (1) March 1959, 21-32. 

The need for standard practice regarding processing, handling, transit, storage 
and use of microfilm is shown. Some aspects of standardization pertaining to 
physical, optical or image characteristics are dealt with. Precautions needed for 
maintaining quality in the production and use of microfilm are shown. 


9471 Minimum cost document reproduction in large lending libraries, 
E. G. Hill. J. of Doc., 15 (2) June 1959, 93-99. Bibliog. 

The increasing output of scientific literature necessitates an increasing amount 
of inter-library lending at both national and international level. The provision 
of copies in place of loans has become established practice but most libraries have 
relied so far on conventional copying equipment of the Photostat type, which 
uses costly emulsion-coated paper. The reduction of cost per copy will probably 
be achieved by using dry electrostatic processes, of which xerography is the 
most commonly known. Estimated costs of operating a Copyflo machine, 
based on American experience, are given and compared with costs using other 
machines. 


9472 Survey of recent models of microfilm readers in Canada, the 
U.K. and the U.S.A. Canadian Lib. Assn., Microfilm Project News Notes, 
2 (1) July 1st 1959, 10-16. 

A tabulation of 30 models giving: name and model number, agent’s address, 
price, size of screen, size of film handled, magnification, rotating or fixed head, 
weight, dimensions, and special features. 


9473 Microrecords, H. B. Verry. Office Mag., 6 (70) October 1959, 834-837. 
Illus. 

Brief description of roll (16, 35 and 70mm.) and flat microfilm (Microfiche: 
Microcard, Microprint, Microlex, Microstrip and Microtape). 


9474 Automation in libraries, C. P. Auger. Aslib Proc., 11 (5) May 1959, 
123-126. 

Automation saves both manual and mental labour. Of the machines men- 
tioned, computers store information which can be retrieved as required, reading 
machines can take in whole reports, while other types compile abstracts, translate 
and even learn. Examples of automation in the United States are cited, which 
cover the sorting of applications, and the storing of abstracts. 
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9475 The next twenty years in information retrieval : some goals 
and predictions, Calvin N. Mooers. Cambridge, Zator Co., 1959, 18p. 


Some of the history of retrieval machine development during the past 20 
years is sketched. There still are no completely satisfactory machines for 
retrieval on large collections. Solutions of the language problem in retrieval is 
currently somewhat ahead of machine development. Work is already under 
way on the use of machines for the assignment of descriptors to the text, which 
is a crude kind of mechanical translation. Retrieval machines will soon be 
called upon to assist the customer in using a retrieval system by helping him to 
formulate his search requests. The notion of education by machine is extended 
to machine assistance in helping the customer to read the documents uncovered. 
It is shown how this process, when combined with work on mechanical trans- 
lation, will lead to machines which can provide essays on any given subject upon 
request. Machines will become archival devices to store facts, not texts. Human 
-to-machine and machine-to-human communication will become very im- 
portant. Information machines can be expected to become as numerous as 
computers are now. (Author’s abstract). 


9476 Mechanisierung in der Dokumentation ? [Mechanisation in docu- 
mentation?| Ladislav Kofnovec, tr. J. Koblitz. Dokumentation, 6 (1) February 
1959, 22-24. Diagr., bibliog. 

Assuming that 5,000 punched cards can be searched manually per hour and 
30,000 by machine, optimum results for manual selection are possible with a file 
of 20,000 cards. The upper limits of machine searching are in the region of 
180,000 cards beyond which better results would be obtained by a rapid selector 
or Filmorex. 


9477 Asystem for the correlation of physical properties and structural 
characteristics of chemical compounds with their commercial uses, 
R. A. Carpenter, C. C. Bolze [and] L. D. Findley. Amer. Doc., 10 (2) April 
1959, 138-143. 


In using an untried chemical compound for a specific purpose it is usual to 
approach an expert in the ficld of use. This work attempts to duplicate the 
expert’s mental processes. Information is coded on punched cards and trans- 
ferred to four magnetic tapes as follows : (i) compound name, (ii) chemical 
structure, (iii) physical properties, (iv) uses. The compound identification 
number is on all tapes. Test criteria are coded on punched cards and matched 
with tapes in the IBM 704. The results are subjected to statistical analysis, which 
is not fully efficient since it assumes that all compounds are equally acceptable. 
This may not be so because of availability or cost. 


9478 Technical data on border punched cards, Gunther Cohn. Amer. 
Doc., 10 (2) April 1959, 116-121. 

The features of a punched card catalogue are illustrated in a description of the 
Catalog of Ordnance Fuzes covering U.S. Army, Navy and Air Force fuses. 
Advantages are (i) Complete coverage of the three armed services and some 
foreign items. (ii) The catalogue contains detailed information. (iii) Rapid 
selection of data with minimum equipment. (iv) It can be easily duplicated. 
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9479 Information storage and retrieval using a large scale random 
access memory, J. J. Nolan. Amer. Doc., 10 (1) January 1959, 27-35. 


The IBM RAMAC consists of 50 aluminium discs, 24ins. in diameter which 
revolve at 1,200 rpm, and has a capacity of 5m. characters. Documents are 
analysed on to punched cards which are fed into the memory. Related terms are 
localised in the same part of the machine forming “ledger accounts”. The 
search question is also analysed on to punched cards and matched with the 
relevant ledger accounts. Advantages claimed are (i) Only parts of the machine 
are searched. (ii) Cards for many searches can be loaded into feed hoppers and 
the machine proceeds without adjustment. Phrase grouping and word sequence 
techniques are described. 


9480 A first approach to patent searching procedures on Standard’s 
Electronic Automatic Computer (SEAC), Harold Pfeffer, Herbert R. 
Koller and Ethel C. Marsden. Amer. Doc., 10 (1) January 1959, 20-26. 

The U.S. Patent Office preliminary investigation (HAYSTAQ) uses SEAC 
to match questions with patent data fed on 2,000ft. of 6-channel tape at a rate of 
40-60ins. per second. This machine checks the validity of the answer. The 
work is confined to chemical patents. 


ARCHIVES 


9481 Notes on the Minoan and Mycenaean palace archives and their 
administration, R. C. Rider. Lib. Assn. Rec., 61 (3) March 1959, 58-63. 
References. 

The means used to decipher tablet archives found in Crete and Mycenean 
Greece and dating from 1900 - 1400 B.C. are described. The two distinct 
styles of cursive writing so found have been designated Linear A and B. The 
documents throw light on the organisation of the palace record offices, on the 
scribes working therein, on the social life of the time, and on Homeric criticism. 


9482 Some archival legislation of the British Commonwealth, 
E. E. Burke. Amer. Arch., 22 (3) July 1959, 275-296. 

A sketch of the evolution of Commonwealth archival legislation from the 
time of the English Public Record Act of 1838 to its successor of 1958 and the 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland Act of the same year. The Canada Act 
of 1912 was the forerunner of much of the Commonwealth legislation—South 
Africa (1922), Southern Rhodesia (1935) and Ghana (1955). Scotland, Northern 
Ireland, Australia (Commonwealth and states archives being commonly linked 
with their libraries) and New Zealand are also brought within the survey. 


9483 Inventaire sommaire des Archives de la ville d’Ath [Brief in- 
ventory of the archives of the town of Ath] Leo Verriest. Archives . . . de 
B zique, 29 (2) 1958, 185-218. 

According to a law passed in 1836 each town in Belgium must keep a record 
of its archives. The author, the present archivist of Ath, gives a historic account 
of the attempts which were made by his predecessors, using as his source various 
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reports published by the administration of the town. None of them, except 
one Dubiecki seems to have carried out his duties satisfactorily. Dubiecki was a 
Pole who had fled his country for political reasons. Verriest, despite various 
setbacks, has now succeeded in making a full and appropriately class‘fied record 
of the archives of the town. A summary of his work follows the historical part 
of the article. 


9484 The archival history of the Customs records, Rupert C. Jarvis. 
J. Soc. Archivists, 1 (9) April 1959, 239-250. 


The administration of the customs from the Winchester assize of 1203 has 
given rise to records in the Chancery archives (appointments of comptrollers 
and collectors), and in the Exchequer (particular and enrolled accounts and later 
port-books). The establishment of a Board of Customs in 1671 altered ‘the 
method of accounting and created a Departmental archive which gradually 
displaced the records of the Exchequer. Some of the headquarter records have 
migrated to the Public Record Office ; others suffered by fire in 1715 or 1814. 
Those surviving in the custody of the Board of Customs include minutes and 
letter books, opinions of counsel and salary lists, and, in the outports, no records 
prior to 1660. The statutory registry of British merchant ships is kept at the port 
of registry, but after 1849 records of ship registry accumulated by Headquarters 
were transferred to the Board of Trade, and later to the Ministry of Transport. 
Plantation records up to 1853 were accumulated by the home customs, where 
over 800 volumes or bundles survive. 


9485 Use of local archives in the study of local history, David E. Miller. 
Amer. Arch., 22 (3) July 1959, 331-335. 


Some desiderata of the historian in the use of archives : easy access to docu- 
ments, space to work on them, with a typewriter if possible, microfilm reader, 
qualified and helpful staff ; help in exploitation by reference cards, information 
cards and historical sketches. Effort should be made to acquire private papers, 
and to improve map collections. Museum materials and field-work are im- 
portant adjuncts to the study of local history. 


9486 Archival good works for theologians, Lester J. Cappon. Amer. 
Arch., 22 (3) July 1959, 297-307. 


The care of their own institutional archives has commonly been neglected by 
institutes of higher education, among them theological colleges, although in 
many of them collections of historical manuscripts, sometimes, in theological 
seminaries, relating to the history of their own denomination, have been made 
and cared for. Their own archives should be organized for effective use ad- 
ministratively and for historical research. 


9487 The card catalog: a useful tool for state archives, Emma M. 
Scheffler. Illinois Libs., 41 (4) April 1959, 288-298. Illus. 


Describes the type of cataloguing and classification used in the Illinois State 
Archives. 
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9488 Wyoming State Archives and Historical Department, Lola M. 
Homsher. Amer. Arch., 22 (3) July 1959, 323-329. 


In the few years between 1895 and 1951 historical work in Wyoming had a 
chequered career. Since the latter year the State Archives and Historical Depart- 
ment and the State Museum have been in the charge of a qualified Director ; the 
holdings of the three divisions have been differentiated ; there is now a flourishing 
Historical Society ; in the Archives a microfilming programme has been 
initiated and used for security purposes as well as to assist in the disposal of bulky 
records. There is little room for the transfer of original records to the Archives. 
In 1959 a record centre was provided for by new legislation. The University 
Library holds University archives and further historical records. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY : Historical and descriptive 


9489 Notes on Thomas J. Wise as a bibliographer, Neville E. Dain. 
Librarian, 47 (10) November 1958, 186-189. 

Wise was the first bibliographer to apply the type of description used for early 
printed books to the literature of the 18th - 19th centuries. In this way its 
preservation and importance were established. He introduced separate author 
bibliographies, his care in description and need of perfect copies leading him to 
prefer unbound books. Original condition was thus recognised as more im- 
portant to the bibliographer than bound condition. Bibliographical investigation 
was considerd by Wise to be the science of comparing books rather than examin- 
ing their individual histories and so the reliability of his description was impaired 
by the lack of analytical examination. This, together with his forgeries of 19th 
century pamphlets, has led to the invalidation of his bibliographical pronounce- 
ments. In 1956 it became known that he also made complete copies ‘rare’ by 
adding ‘rare’ leaves taken from the British Museum. This new discovery has 
revived his former notoriety. 


9490 The early bibliography of Southern Italy. VI. Brindisi, D. E. 
Rhodes. Bibliofilia, 61 (1) 1959, 52-54. 

(See LSA 8453). Although there was formerly supposed to be a publication 
of 1614 the author has established that the first book printed in Brindisi was the 
Practica brevis of Archbishop Falces who brought Lorenzo Valeri from Trani to 
print it in 1627. This, with two books of 1699 and 1700 composes the whole of 
the production of Brindisi until 1868. The author gives the location of copies 
and references to the scanty literature. The article includes a note concerning 
the British Museum’s possession of a copy of Giacinto Alfieri’s De modo con- 
sultandi, no specimen of which was traceable when the author published his 
article on the early bibliography of Foggia in this series. 


9491 The deterioration of book paper in library use, Harry F. Lewis. 
Amer. Arch., 22 (3) July 1959, 309-322. 

A report of the results of an experiment begun in 1934 and completed in 1955. 
25 copies of a reference book were printed, each containing three kinds of paper 
(two - 100% rag, one - 100% Solka pulp) ; they were deposited in different 
libraries and after 21 years the papers of 18 of them were subjected to further 
tests. Unfortunately the data on the original papers was insufficiently recorded 
for full comparison to be made, but some results are described and comparisons 


tabulated. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHIES : General services and national bibliographies 


9492 United Nations publications, Mary Ryan. Calif. Lib., 20 (3) July 
1959, 167-171, 194. 
A general picture of the U.N. publishing programme. 


9493 The printed catalogues and bibliographical indexes of China’s 
libraries, A. Kh. Rafikov. L.L.U. Translations Bull., August 1959, 1-4. 


This article reporting the visit of a group of librarians from the USSR Academy 
of Sciences to China originally appeared in Sovetskaya Bibliografiya (2) 1959 
116-118. Since the establishment of a central council for library affairs at Peking 
State L‘brary in 1957 much work has been done in organising scientific and 
general libraries. Through this council such library activities as subscriptions 
to foreign periodicals, printing of catalogues and the compilation of union 
catalogues have been co-ordinated. Each major Chinese library is responsible 
for maintaining bibliographical control of certain fields of knowledge ; the 
library of the Office for Publishing Affairs of the Ministry of Culture has the 
duty of preparing Quan-Guo Xinshumu, the national bibliography, which 
records all works printed in Chinese since 1949. 


9494 Bibliografia italiana sull’informazione (1957 e aggiunte 1955- 
1956) [Italian bibliography on information (1957 and additions 1955-1956)] 
Centro nazionale di studi sull ’informazione. Commissione per la bibliografia. 
Saggi e studi di pubblicistica, 10th series (1st and 2nd half-year) 1958, 321-363. 


(See LSA 8193). Lists works and articles of periodicals published in Italy 
about information in 1957. 


9495 La stampa quotidiana in Italia nel 1958 [Daily press in Italy in 1958] 
Ignazio Weiss. Saggi e studi di pubblicistica, 9th series (1st and 2nd half-year) 
1957, 143-173. Bibliog. 

The Italian press is mainly regulated by a law dated February 8th 1948. The 
cost of newspapers and paper, the names of information agencies, the con- 
stitution of journals and many other items about the daily press are given. 
22 schedules concerning periodicals in Italy are arranged according to place, 
subject, political importance, readers ; in relation with cinema, wireless, televis- 
ion, etc. 


9496 A guide to current government publications of the Federation 
of Malaya, Hedwig Anuar. Newsl. Lib. Assn. Malaya, 3 (3) May 1959, 2-9. 


The Federation has a comparatively small output of government publications, 
but their importance is great because of the small literary output of the region. 
A quarterly Current List of Publications is issued. The Government Gazette is 
published for the Federation and for all states separately. Reports of debates 
and minutes, and council papers of the Legislative Council are issued, as well as 
reports of courts of inquiry, committees and commissions. The 13 ministries 
issue a large number of publications. Many of these are listed and annotated. 
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9497 Bibliographical listing of printed material in the USSR.., 
K. Maichel. Amer. Slavic and East European rev., 18 (1) February 1959, 95-110. 
References. 

The paper tries to present “‘a picture of the Soviet system for the bibliographical 
listing of all printed matter published in the Soviet Union”. The lists are 
compiled and issued by the All-Union Book Chamber in Moscow, which has 
existed since 1920 under a variety of names. By law, copies of all printed matter 
published in the Soviet Union must be sent free to the Chamber, and form the 
basis of the national bibliographies. The categories of material covered are : 
books and pamphlets ; periodicals ; periodical articles ; newspaper articles ; 
reviews ; music ; graphics (which include portraits, posters, visual aids, albums, 
artistic postcards, reproductions of painting and sculpture, etc.) ; cartography. 
Under each heading details are given of the bibliographical material issued, 
including changes of title, coverage, comprehensiveness of contents, periodicity 
of issue, etc. There is a section on the local bibliographical publications of the 
various Soviet Republics. 


9498 Conference on American library resources on Southern Asia. 
Working paper no. 2. . . prepared by Patrick Wilson. J. Oriental Institute ; 
M.S. University of Baroda, 8 (4) June 1959, 410-435. 

A detailed and systematic statement and examination of the bibliographical 
sources available on Southern Asia, i.e. including India, Pakistan, Ceylon, Burma 
Siam, Indochina, Malaya, Singapore, Indonesia and the Philippines. It is 
divided into: national bibliography (current and retrospective) ; library 
catalogues and accessions lists ; trade journals ; subject bibliography ; biblio- 
graphies of bibliographies ; form bibliographies (documents ; serials, theses, 
maps) ; periodical indexes ; selected bibliographies ; guide to collections ; 
summary. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIES : Subject 


9499 Adam Riesens Rechenbiicher [The arithmetic books of Adam Ries] 
Willy Roch. Z. f. Bib. u. Bib., 6 (2) 1959, 104-113. Bibliog. 


A complete bibliography of the works of Adam Ries (1492-1559), whose 
arithmetic books spread throughout Germany the principles of calculating with 
arabic figures, a method which had hitherto been the exclusive province of the 
learned. 


9500 Raettigs “Bakteriophagie”  [Raettig’s Bacteriophage] Elisabeth 
Reimelt. Z. f, Bib. u. Bib., 6 (2) 1959, 113-125. Bibliog. 


Hansjurgen Raettig’s bibliography Baktcriophagie (virus-like agents whose 
function is to destroy bacteria) was published in two volumes in 1958 ; it con- 
tains 5,655 references and covers the years 1917-1956. Quite apart from its 
value to bacteriologists, biochemists, and other scientific workers, the book has a 
special interest for librarians as an outstanding example of a literature survey. 
Here the author discusses Raettig’s work in detail, considering first the actual 
literature survey, and secondly, the use of punched cards in its arrangement. 
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9501 Littérature enfantine ; de quelques classiques anglais [Children’s 
books: some English classics] Marcelle Bouyssi. Bull. bib. Fr., 4(5) May 1959, 
213-227. Bibliog. 

English and American bibliographies of children’s books are numerous and 
well-compiled, but are of little interest to the French since so few of the books 
they list are available in French. Describes various authors, e.g. Beatrix Potter, 
E. Nesbit, and individual books, which are peculiarly English and of potential 
interest to French children if translations were available. 


9502 Children’s books of 1958, Janet Hill. Lib. World, 60 (708) June 1959, 
260-262. 

A large number of the 2,120 new titles published last year were mediocre— 
supposedly harmless, but in reality not so, because every child who reads them 
is missing the best. The author selects for mention those stories she considers 
most notable for one or more of the following reasons—originality of theme 
or outlook ; quality of imagination ; high standard of production ; genuine 
appeal to the child. These books are separated into those for young children, 
for the 10-12 age group, and for young teenagers, as well as historical novels 
and myth and folklore. A few books of nursery rhymes and non-fiction are also 
discussed. 


9503 Book selection for the liturgical revival, Eugene M. Rooney. 
Catholic Lib. World, 30 (8) May-June 1959, 467-476. Bibliog. 

The introduction is based on the Instruction on Sacred Music and the Sacred 
Liturgy, issued shortly before the death of Pope Pius XII, and manifesting his 
concern for liturgical revival. Comments are made on the more important 
books on various aspects of the problem. A bibliography follows, covering 
five aspects, the Mass, divine office, sacred music, the liturgical year and liturgy 
in general. 


9504 Johannes Luthers Lutherbibliographie, Erhard Lauch. Z. f. Bib., 
73 (1) 1959, 17-25. Bibliog. 

Johann Luther, born in 1861 and descended from Martin Luther’s eldest 
brother, ended his long career at the age of 92 as Professor of Librarianship and 
Bibliography at the University of Greifswald. His chief work, here described, 
was a bibliography of Martin Luther extending to about 80,000 sheets, and 
including within its scope the methods of book production of the 16th century. 
It is now in Leipzig University Library. 


9505 Acquisition methods and sources of Soviet medical publications, 
Elizabeth Beyerly. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 47 (2) April 1959, 124-131. References. 


The bibliography of Russian medical publications is of bewildering complexity, 
and this is made more difficult by the tremendous output of the USSR. (In 
1952, for instance, there were 38,000 titles in all subject fields from Russia, 
compared with 12,000 from America and 19,000 from Britain). Many of the 
publications are popular works, and only about one-third are purely technical. 
Periodical circulations are usually smaller for comparable journals, and in the 
case of very specialised research journals may be only 600 - 800 copies. Similarly, 
basic research reports and monographs are often only published in about 500 
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copies, while abstracts of theses may be as low as 75. The author traces the 
development of medical publishing in Soviet Russia and gives a guide to the 
multitude of sources in which current and retrospective searches can be made. 
She recommends exchanges as one of the most convenient methods of acquisition, 
but also gives a list of booksellers in Europe and the USA who are agents for 
Soviet publications. 


9506 Medical reference sources, Bertha B. Hallam. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 
47 (2) April 1959, 132-140. 95 references. 


The recent vast expansion of science, and the corresponding output of litera- 
ture, have evoked a number of bibliographical aids. These in turn have in- 
creased to such an extent that “the guide to guides comes into being”. This 
list covers such books on medicine and some of the allied sciences published in 
English from 1955 to 1958, without overlapping two other lists which appeared 
in 1956 and 1957. (See LSA 8035). The coverage is selective, and is directed 
towards the needs of the librarian of “‘a small or moderate sized medical science 
library with only a modest budget”. Journal articles are excluded, and the list 
is alphabetical by author. 


9507 Lists of Soviet periodicals : a review, Elizabeth Beyerly. J. of Doc., 
15 (2) June 1959, 100-105. Bibliog. 

A survey of some recently published Soviet reference works on the biblio- 
graphy of Soviet periodical publications. The All-Union Book Chamber has 
issued a large 10 volume work which covers the years 1917-1949 (excluding 
newspapers), a continuation which covers the years 1950-1954 (including news- 
papers), and two annual volumes which cover new, changed and ceased news- 
papers and journals and transactions, learned proceedings, etc. Every five 
years a cumulative continuation will be produced. 


9508 Science thesis control in Europe and America, David Bishop. 
Amer. Doc., 10 (1) January 1959, 51-58. 

A review of the bibliographical organization of scientific thesis literature in 
France, Germany, United Kingdom and USA. 


9509 Some notable architectural books of the past five years, J. C. 
Palmes. Brit. Bk. News, (229) September 1959, 577-581. 

The last quinquennium has produced many distinguished books on architecture, 
particularly in the field of architectural history, and the most important British 
works are discussed in this article. 


9510 The teaching of English as a second or later language, Bruce 
Pattison. Brit. Bk. News, (228) August 1959, 507-511. 

A critical survey of books published 1948-59 to help teachers of English to 
foreign students. 


9511 A bibliography of East European music periodicals (V), James B. 
Coover. Fontes Artis Musicae, 6(1) 1959, 27-28. 

(See LSA 6822, 7933 and 8954). A bibliography of music periodicals pub- 
lished in Latvia (21) and Lithuania (2). 
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9512 Musik-Sammeldrucke des 18. Jahrhunderts in schweizerischen 
Bibliotheken (I) [18th century printed collections of music in Swiss libraries] 
Hans Peter Schanzlin. Fontes Artis Musicae, 6 (1) 1959, 20-26. 

(See LSA 7191). The first part of this catalogue lists collections with dated 
imprints. 


THE ART OF THE BOOK: Paper, typography, binding, 
illustration 


9513 Profilo di codicografia abruzzese fino al sec. XV compreso 
[Profile of Abbruzzi codices up to XVth century included] Aniceto Chiappini. 
Accad. e Bib. d’ Italia, 26 (5-6) September-December 1958, 433-458. Bibliog. 


Description of the codices which were written and illustrated in the Abbruzzi. 
They are quoted according to the alphabetical order of the towns where they 
were produced. 


9514 Remondini, calcografi e stampatori bassanesi [Remondini, 
chalcographers and printers of Bassano] Gino Barioli. Linea grafica, 14 (3-4) 
March-April 1959, 90-93. Illus. 


Last year the town of Bassano del Grappa organised an exhibition of the works 
of the Remondini family, who printed there from XVIIth to XIXth century 
More than six hundred books, prints and papers of different kinds were presented 
in three sections. A catalogue of the exhibition describes them. 


9515 Cinquecentine venete centenarie dell’anno 1559 [16th century 
Venetian books published in 1559] Lia Sbriziolo. Accad. e Bib. d'Italia, 27 
(1-2) January-April 1959, 72-76. 

Survey of some books by Italian writers published in Venice in 1559. 


9516 Un Museo e Accademia Manuziana [An Aldine Museum and 
Academy]. Bibliofilfa, 61 (1) 1959, 128. 

A project for such an institution is under active consideration by the Giorgio 
Cini Foundation in Venice and it is thought that, if a committee were set up to 
consider the proper aims and objects for it and to install it in suitable premises, 
little difficulty should be experienced in organizing and financing it since so much 
of the necessary material is already available on the spot. 


9517 A Parma il Museo Bodoniano [The Bodoni Museum at Parma]. 
Bibliofilia, 61 (1) 1959, 127-128. 

A Committee has been set up with official support to revive the project, 
originally planned in the bi-centenary year of 1940 and necessarily suspended 
during the war years. The Museum will be located in the Palatine Library 
where Bodoni himself studied. With it will be associated an art school, a review, 
periodic exhibitions and important congresses. It will afford to visitors and 
scholars a hitherto unknown and unsuspected wealth of Bodoni mss., early 
productions of his press together with his type, punches, tools, etc. 
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9518 Printing in Italy in the seventeenth century, D. E. Rhodes. Book 
Collector, 8 (2) Summer 1959, 140-146. 


Bibliographical guides to seventeenth century Italian books are very weak, 
but it is hoped that work now in progress will remedy this situation. A prelimin- 
ary examination of the material in the British Museum indicates that there was a 
considerable drop in the number of editions being produced of the Greek and 
Latin authors, increased concentration on contemporary writers of history, 
science and drama, and that the art of printing had spread to a number of smaller 
towns during the century. 


9519 Early Korean printing, Pow-Key Sohn. J. Amer. Oriental Soc., 79 
(2) April-June 1959, 96-103. 

Printing with moveable type was developed in Korea at least two centuries 
earlier than in the West, but printing did not have the sort of impact upon 
Korean society that it had upon Western society because it was controlled by 
the government and was not a free agent of learning and the spread of know- 
ledge. Korean xylography was established in the 10th century, partly as a 
result of the demand for books needed by candidates for the Civil Service, the 
examinations for which were based on the Chinese pattern, and partly because 
of the religious demands from China. Historical circumstances compelled the 
Koreans to look for better means of printing and multiplying books, in addition 
to the fact that the most suitable trees for woodblocks were extremely scarce. 
The invention of metal type casting probably came about as a result of the 
desperate need for books after 1127, and it is established that 28 copies of a 
particular work were printed with “‘cast-type”’ about 1234. The article quotes 
from a description by Séng Hyén (1436-1509) of the way in which type was cast, 
and it seems that it was a natural development from the casting of coins and bronze 
ware, techniques which had long been highly developed in the Far East. Ap- 
parently moveable type made of baked clay had been invented in China in the 
11th century and it seems likely that this suggested to the Koreans the adaptation 
of the same method for metal types. The sorts were originally locked into 
position by the use of wax, but the Koreans developed means of locking up the 
types by the use of bamboo strips and paper. 


9520 Sweipolt Fiol: the first Slavic printer of Cyrillic characters, 
A. Sokolyszyn. Amer. Slavic and East European rev., 18 (1) February 1959, 
88-94, 


Printing was introduced to the Slavs by Sweipolt Fiol, a German craftsman, 
who is regarded as the first Slavic printer of cyrillic characters, and who printed 
in Cracow. His printing activities were financed by wealthy Orthodox Lithu- 
anian families of Ukrainian descent. The letters for Fiol’s books were cut by 
a German craftsman, Rudolf Borsdorf, who made an agreement in 1491 not to 
cut the same cyrillic characters for anyone else. There is doubt about the exact 
dates of Fiol’s products. Several bear the date of 1491, but some experts con- 
sider that not less than 6 years would have been necessary for the purpose. Fiol 
and Hanusz Jakel rented a shop for a printing installation in Cracow in about 
1483, so that it is possible that this was the date on which printing began, while 
1491 is the date of the finishing and issue of the books. Five books printed by 
Fiol are described. Under the influence of Fiol another press was set up in 
Montenegro under the monk Macarius. Fiol himself was sent to the Inquisition 
in November 1491, released on bail, re-arrested in 1492 and released again in 
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June of that year. A decision was announced that all books printed in cyrillic 
by Fiol should be burnt. Fiol himself was found not guilty, but had to sign an 
undertaking not to print any more cyrillic books. The article concludes with 
a brief consideration of the influence of Fiol, and indications of the locations of 
known examples of his work. 


9521 The John M. Wing foundation of the Newberry Library, 
James Wells. Book Collector, 8 (2) Summer 1959, 157-162. Illus. 


This part of the Newberry Library was established in 1919 as the result of an 
endowment for a typographic library. Under Pierce Butler, its first custodian, 
many important early works on the art of printing were acquired, and subsequent 
custodians have extended its scope to calligraphic manuscripts, copybooks and 
even book collecting. Today the collection numbers some 15,000 volumes of 
which approximately half are examples of printing at its various stages, the 
remainder documentation. 


9522 The binding of books, Neville E. Dain. Librarian, 47 (8) September 
1958, 141-144. 


The catalogue produced for the exhibition of 718 bindings held at the Baltimore 
Museum of Art from November 1957 - January 1958 provides a unique oppor- 
tunity for comparing early leather bindings of the Levant and Europe and for 
seeing the sources of inspiration for the gold tooled bindings of Italy, Hungary 
and France. Important items included in the exhibition were the Islamic bindings 
found in 1948 in the Mosque of Kairouan, and the Coptic bindings owned by the 
Pierpont Morgan Library. Coverage of the exhibition extends to 19th century 
trade bindings and contemporary French binding. Early Italian bindings, Greek 
style and French and Italian gold tooled bindings are amongst the many styles 
illustrated in the catalogue and discussed here. 
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9523 Nuortenkirjojen palkinnot [Prize-winning books for young 
people] Kirjastolehti, 52 (4) April 1959, 95. 
Three authors and one illustrator were awarded prizes by Nuorten Kirja r-y. 


(Young People’s Book Soc.) and the Rudolf Koivu Foundation. 51 Finnish books 
published in 1958 for young people were appraised. 


9524 “Dear little Noddy” : a parent’s lament, Colin Welch. N.Z. 
Libs., 21 (8) November-December 1958, 158-164. [Originally published in 
Encounter, 10 (1) January 1958]. 

(See LSA 6287). A considerable industry has grown up around Enid Blyton’s 
“Noddy” books for children. She writes about 10,000 words a day and her 
income is estimated at £50,000 p.a. Children’s classics appeal to both children 
and adults, but Miss Blyton’s books exasperate grown-ups. The dullest child 
can understand her stories. These do not stretch any child’s imagination or kindle 
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his sense of wonder. Their aim is to teach as well as to entertain, and Miss 
Blyton says children find in Noddy someone like themselves. Yet Noddy is 
stupid, terrified of everything, always running to others for help, bad-tempered, 
humourless and a sneak. Disquiet is expressed at the image of English life that 
foreign children may obtain from the “Noddy” books. 


9525 Astrid Lindgren, the Swedish writer of children’s books, Sten 
Hagliden. Junior Bookshelf, 23 (3) 1959, 113-121. Illus. 


In Sweden Astrid Lindgren is regarded as one of the greatest contemporary 
writers of children’s books. She won the Swedish Nils Holgersson Plaque the 
first time that it was awarded, and in 1958 she won the Hans Christian Andersen 
Medal at the Fifth Conference of the International Board on Books for Young 
People in Florence. The author’s qualities and attainments, awareness of the 
child’s world and deep knowledge of child psychology, realism and wit, balanced 
optimism, inventiveness and her fresh style are shown by description and quota- 
tion from her books. Lindgren’s career since 1944 is followed, and the books 
about Pippi and the Bullerby children, her short stories, her picture books and her 
books about adolescents are discussed. Her two greatest books Nils Karlsson 
Pyssling (Niels, The Midget) and Mio, Min Mio (Mio, My Son) are assessed. 


9526 La protection légale du pseudonyme [Legal protection of the 
pseudonym] Kaare Haukaas. Nord. Tid., 46 (1) 1959, 16-26. 


After defining the term pseudonym and outlining its history, the author 
shows that, while no country appears to give specific legislative sanction to its use, 
most laws relating to authors and artists take pseudonymous work into account, 
and accord it protection. Problems arising figure frequently in legal literature, 
but for the librarian it is often more important to know whether the author has a 
right to remain unknown. No country appears to have specific laws on this 
matter, and it would seem to be a question covered by the general laws of 
personal rights. The matter and intention of a pseudonymous work will largely 
determine the author’s rights. Literary historians, bibliographers and others 
have a right to seek to settle questions of attribution. There is a moral obligation 
on those who discover the author’s secret in confidence to leave him in peace, but 
in most cases the uncovering of a pseudonym harms nobody. 


9527 Copyright Act: further submissions by the N.Z.L.A. N.Z. 
Libs., 22 (1) January-February 1959, 12-15. 


The points emphasized, with reference to the Report on copyright of the Canadian 
Royal Commission, are : (i) copying by librarians as fair dealing ; (ji) the im- 
portance of specifying the date of publication ; (iii) the desirability of limiting 
the period of copyright of unpublished material ; (iv) the use of library collections 
of photographs without infringement of copyright. 


9528 Censorship in Australia, Colin Roderick. N.Z. Libs., 22(1) January- 
February 1959, 8-10. 


Measures passed by the various States since 1953 relating to obscene literature 
are summarised. They differ widely in their interpretation of obscenity, and it 
is suggested that state control of literature should be surrendered to the Federal 
Parliament. 
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9529 The intellectual freedom front, Henry Miller Madden. Calif. Lib., 
20 (3) July 1959, 161-162. 


The Intellectual Freedom Committee continues to act against censorship in 
California. In state legislation there were fewer attempts in 1958 to restrict 
freedom of expression than in 1957, and no legislation has so far been introduced 
in 1959. There was an attempt to strengthen a section of the Penal Code 
regarding obscene materials which was defeated. Some local attempts at 
censorship are noted. 


9530 Providing books for Asia’s new readers, Htin Gyi. Ind. Lib., 13 (2) 
September 1958, 66-68. 


The governments of the countries of South East Asia tackled the problem of 
illiteracy by setting up adult classes, establishing more primary schools and 
opening more libraries and reading rooms. They also produced text books and 
follow-up material for the newly-literate, but, because commercial publishers 
would not face a risky market, their efforts were insufficient. Since 1955 Unesco 
has been carrying out a project to provide the badly-needed reading materials. 
Research studies and surveys have been sponsored, books prepared, and centres 
set up to train writers of the type of literature needed. Scholarships, prizes and 
fellowships have been awarded. Book production techniques and costs have 
been studied at conferences to which Ford Foundation advisers came. In 1957 
Unesco decided to operate at two distinct levels : one for new literates and the 
other for the new reading public. The first is concerned with teaching methods 
and materials and the second with the provision of interesting and informative 
literature, particularly of science, economic, social and cultural developments. 
Delhi Public Library has been provided with 32,000 books for newly-literate 
Hindi-speakers. 21,000 books in 5 languages were distributed free to libraries 
in the same year. A further 62 books have been translated into 6 languages 
during 1958, and $11,000 offered in prizes to authors. 


9531 Suomalaista proosaa vuonna 1958 [Finnish prose in 1958] Aarne 
Laurila. Kirjastolehti, 52 (2) February 1959, 26-31. 

The works of 42 authors are analyzed. A younger generation seems to bear 
the responsibility for the Finnish prose of to-day. Their aspiration towards 
stylistic purity is obvious. Modern fiction seems also to attempt to approach 
the average man. 


9532 Publishers’ publicity : the bookseller and the public, R. H. 
Langbridge. Brit. Bk. News, (227) July 1959, 433-437. 


The object of publishers’ publicity is to direct people into bookshops. Methods 
used include the production of catalogues, prospectuses, etc., the provision of 
material for window display, arrangements for personal appearances of authors 
at bookshops and on radio and television, and ‘blurb’ writing. Attempts to 
reach the editorial, as opposed to the advertising, columns of the press may 
consist of circulating human interest stories about the authors, organizing press 
parties, and sending out review copies of books to selected newspapers and 
magazines. 
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9533 Le loisir et le livre : éléments pour une sociologie de la lecture 
[Leisure and reading : towards a sociology of reading] Joffre Dumazedier 


and Jean Hassenforder. Bull. bib. Fr., 4 (6) June 1959, 269-302. Bibliog. 


Although there exist in France centres of research into the cinema, TV and the 
press, there is none for research into reading. Research should be constructive 
and not merely observation. Inquiries into present tendencies in book production 
and distribution, and into reading tastes at different social levels have been made, 
with particular reference to the town of Annecy. The literacy of the 19th cent. 
and that of to-day is contrasted. Book trade statistics show that the advent of 
neither radio, cinema, nor TV has had any considerable effect on the number of 
titles produced annually. Examines book distribution—shops, bookstalls, 
libraries and book clubs—with some adverse criticisms. Suggests lines of further 
research. 


9534 Lukemiselimysté tutkimassa [Studying reading experience] Eila 
Wirla. Kirjastolehti, 52 (4) April 1959, 82-88. 

The research was carried out by a study group of the Finnish Library Associa- 
tion and it dealt with 60 men and 57 women who had borrowed Mika Waltari’s 
novel Sinuhe, the Egyptian from Helsinki P.L. The interview consisted of 
21 questions, 6 concerned reading of the book, 8 impressions it had made, in 
5 questions the reader was asked to criticize the book and in 2 questions whether 
the book had stimulated them. The book had made quite a strong impression ; 
opinions of its value varied greatly but were for the most part favourable, the 
characterization was clearly remembered. 73% of the men and 64% of the 
women had chosen the book because it was much talked about and advertised, 
11% of the men and 14% of the women generally read Waltari’s works. The 
book had increased the readers’ interest in history and in the author’s work. 


9535 Vart tar lislusten vigen ? [What happens to the taste for reading :] 
Bertil Séderling. Biblioteksbladet, 44 (3) 1959, 162-163. 

The author, a physician, points to the value of reading, not only for entertain- 
ment but also as a therapeutical instrument in situations of loneliness and desola- 
tion. The question of why the taste for reading, so dominant at the age of ten 
but so often disappearing later in life, should be subject to fundamental research. 
The shifting between expansive and analytical periods in the development of 
children and young people probably account for the drifting away from reading. 
What is true of children could often be applied to primitive adults. They may 
have good intellectual resources and be potential readers, although they lack the 
capacity of abstract thinking. Such adults, as well as children, need exercise and 
education to be able to reach a level of differentiation. 


9536 Books today, Sir William Haley. Lib. Assn. Rec., 61 (7) July 1959, 
175-180. 


The popular newspaper, broadcasting, the silent film and the talkie have each 
enjoyed a heyday of 25 or 26 years, after which they were overtaken by a later 
form of public entertainment. At the moment television has captured the public. 
But the book is not subject to these cycles, for three reasons. Over a period of 
2,000 years books have proved a much more adaptable means of communication 
than any other ; the world of books has far more that is worthwhile to offer 
than any number of television stations ; and nothing has yet equalled the book 
for the transmission of ideas. The time to worry about the decline of the book 
is not yet. 
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9537 Boken i var tids kulturliv - behévs den ? [Books in the cultural 
life of our times - do we need them 2] Greta Renborg. Biblioteksbladet, 44 (6) 
1959, 403-404. Photos. 

An all-Scandinavian conference on the subject ‘The books in the cultural life 
of our times’, was held in Sweden on May 19-22, 1959. Publishers, book 
dealers, librarians, adult educationers, radio and newspaper men participated. 
Topics, such as ‘““What do readers look for in the books they read 2”, ‘““How 
does literature affect readers 2’, “Can we influence readers, and, if so, should 
we attempt to do it ?” were particularly discussed in connection with a lecture 
on “Literature and life” by Henrik Groth, Oslo. Other lecture subjects were : 
TV, radio, and our reading habits ; Better book distribution as a way to better 
reading habits ; The responsibility of the press for the development of our 
reading habits ; and The advancement or impoverishment of our culture— 
views on a common Scandinavian market. 


9538 Books vs. T.V. - a thaw has set in, Robert E. Campbell. Junior Libs., 
(In Lib. J., 84 (2) January 15 1959, 1-4). 

Books and TV should complement and encourage each other now. People 
are not watching as much as at first, but are good readers reading as much ? 
TV stimulates reading but leaves no time for it. In the future TV will bave 
more influence ; will words be replaced by pictures ? Much knowledge is 
gained by TV viewing and not reading, but is not great in depth, only wide in 
scope. Justifications for books are put forward, e.g. portability, reader in 
control, better backgrounds to stories. TV is for the ‘‘mass-man’’, and does 
not cater for the specialist. The good programmes are good enough to com- 
pensate for the very bad ones. 


9539. Kansakoulupoikien lukemisesta |Reading habits of primary school 
boys] Alli Kleemola. Kirjastolehti, 52 (4) April 1959, 92-94. 

In two schools in Helsinki 147 boys of 10-years of age were asked to fill in a 
form about every book they read during 11 weeks in winter 1956-1957. 75% 
of the boys borrowed books from the schoo] library, 41% of the boys in one of 
the schools and 26% of the boys in the other school borrowed books from the 
public library. 32% of the books were given to the boys as presents, 16% were 
from home, and the other 16% from the public library, 10% borrowed from 
friends and 8% from the school library. The boys chose their reading for 
external motives (gift books, ‘there was nothing else to read”’ etc.) in 66% of 
cases. 


9540 Reading “to make a full man” under the Defense Education Act, 
Daniel Melcher. Junior Libs. (In Lib. J., 84 (4) February 15 1959, 9-10). 


“The security of the nation requires the fullest development of the mental 
resources and technical skills of youth ... We must correct imbalances in our 
education leading to insufficient proportion of our population being educated 
in science, mathematics and foreign languages.’”” Some children instinctively 
hate, e.g. mathematics, and refuse formal teaching. The only way to get 
through to them is by channels against which they have not closed their minds— 
reading. Science must be admitted to equal status with the liberal arts as an 
aspect of the full man worth fostering. 
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9541 What children like to read, Iris Vinton. Junior Libs. (In Lib. J., 84 (2) 
January 15 1959, 5-7). 

A book must meet a genuine interest and communicate with children before 
it will be read, as they are particular about what they read. Issues of a particular 
book will be increased if children say to each other that it is good. What 
children like in science, animal stories, historical fiction, mystery and travel is 
outlined. 


BIOGRAPHY 


9542 Helmi Nykdnen, Helle Kannila. Kirjastolehti, 52 (3) March 1959, 
63-64. 


Mrs. Nykanen was born in 1897 and died on 27th February 1959. In 1944 
she started her library career at the School of Social Studies in Helsinki where 
she became sub-librarian in 1948. She was secretary of the Finnish Library 
Association from 1953. She published a bibliography of Finnish studies on 
population, family and marriage. Her friends and colleagues founded a com- 
memoration fund which will be used to provide travel grants for the Scan- 
dinavian library congress in Arhus in August 1959. 


9543 Kenneth R. Shaffer, Laurence J. Kipp, and Rae C. Kipp. Bull. of Bib., 
22 (8) January-April 1959, 169-171. Port. 


Books and people, humour and controversy, these have been Shaffer’s life- 
long interests. From Butler University he went to Indiana State Library in 
1935, becoming Head of Acquisitions there in 1938. In 1940 he obtained a 
year’s leave of absence to attend the University of Illinois Library School. The 
University of Indiana named him Assistant Director of Libraries in 1942 and 
there, in the difficult war years, he hit his stride as a librarian. He moved to 
Washington in 1945 to organise the American Book Center for War Devastated 
Libraries. In 1946 he was asked to become Director of Simmons School of 
Library Science, which he helped to reach graduate status. In his administration 
courses he has instituted the case method of teaching. He has published 50 
articles and has two books in preparation. 
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